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An Implication of Nurse Training in Japan in the Meiji 20s
from the Perspective of the History of Nursing Education

HIRAO Machiko

Abstract

One hundred and fifteen years have passed since nurse training began in Japan.In the history of nursing education in the
Meiji period, there have been many studies of the preliminary development of nurse training in the Meiji 10s and of the
expansion of short -term training as a counter measure to infectious disease in the Meiji 30s, but training in the Meiji 20s has
not been explored. This study focuses on the development in the Meiji 20s, using historical materials on nurse traing.

This investigation reveals that the Japanese Red Cross Society, medical colleges, public hospitals, private hospitals,
domiciliary nursing organizations, the Great Japan Private Association of Public Health(Dai nippon shiritsu eiseikai),and
Buddhist-supported health care institutions, trained nurses in the Meiji 20s. The Japanese Red Cross Society, which had
beed founded to organize war relief services, was expanding its training at local branches, particularly after the Sino-
Japanese War, and developing its systematic nurse training in this period. The government encouraged the development of
medical care centred on private hospitals, while short-term nurse training programme emerged as a counter measure to
infectious diseases in the provinces. The foundations of the pre-World War II model of nurse training in Japan were laid in
the Meiji 20s, and the Japanese Red Cross Society played a central role in the development.

Key Words : the history of nursing, the history of nursing education



