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DIMATTELONS. 5 1 HITUER T18594F

The Beginnings of Nurse Training in Japan and the Role of
American Women Missionaries, with particular reference
to the activities of Miss Reade,Mrs.True, and Miss Richards

HIRAO Machiko

Abstract

Three American women's missionaries, Miss Reade, Mrs.True and Miss Richards, were involved in nurse training in
Japan in the 1880s. In an analysis of their activities, this paper researches their role and significance in the history of the
training of Japanese nurses, based upon their letters to their sponsors in America, the reports in the missionary organs and
the Annual reports of the Missionary Board.

The analysis shows that their training of nurses was ground breaking in Japan, and Japanese people accepted the need
for nurse training. Their graduates were successful, but the training itself was not widely diffused. Of course,from the
missionaries'point of view, nurse training was not their primary purpose and from the Japanese side, the Meiji government
wished to retain Japanese control of the medical system and medical work. Unlike the cases of physicians or midwives, the
government training system for nurses still did not exist in the 1880s. Thus it was that missionaries could enter the field of
nurse training. Several years later, however the standard and systematic training in Japan was begun by the Japanese Red
Cross in 1890.

These missionaries were forerunners,but nurse training by missionaries did not take root in Japan.

Key words: the history of nursing,the history of nursing education,the history of nursing crossover in Japan and

America



