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Trade Literature and the Rise of Consumer Culture in America, 1880-1920

Vicki Howard

Visiting Fellow and Lecturer in History, University of Essex

Fashion in the Archives
Clare Rose

Senior Lecturer in Contextual Studies for the BA Honours in Hand Embroidery, Royal
School of Needlework, Hampton Court

The American kitchen, 1850-1850: From workroom to heart of the home

Debaorah Sugg Ryan
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With the progression of industrialisation, the supply of manufactured
products to markets across America increased. Looking to sell these
products, the first advertising agency in America was established in
Philadelphia in 1840 and by 1900 there was a weli-established
industry.
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From its establishment in 1887, Aeclian Co. went on to become one
of the largest and mest successful piano companies in America.
Founder William B Tremaine was a New York City piano maker who
had previously founded the Mechanical Qrguinette Co. in 1878. The
company preduced organs for the houses of the wealthy, which
proved a profitable business, and distanced them from
competitors in the church organ market.

Business Biographies

In 1897, Edwin S Votey joined Aeclian. Votey, who had previously
been the president of the Ferrand and Votey Organ Co, had
invented the pianola, a pneumatic piano player that was growing
extremely popular. His joining the company meant that the firm
could obtain the patent for such instruments.
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