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Abstract

It all started with my encounter with Takizawa. Takizawa Katsumi’s mentors were Nishida Kitaro and

Karl Barth, and they both had great influence on him. While he was a true successor to Nishida as a thinker,

Takizawa radically criticized the fundamentals of Nishida’s philosophy. Similarly, though he sympathized

with and profoundly understood Karl Barth’s Barthian Theology and the New Testament Bibliology, he

was severely critical of both. Takizawa’s philosophy is therefore a new kind of metaphysics, or, an entirely

new, truly profound way of thinking about God, human beings, freedom, the world, being—in fact, a new

perspective on all aspects of human life.

The crux of Takizawa philosophy is the primary aspect, or the conditions, of human existence, “Immanuel

(God with us).” “Immanuel (God with us)” is the primordial, fundamental condition of human existence. It

is the foundation from which every human comes into existence. It is our one and only true home, our life’s

certain and unquestionable basis, where we are allowed, or urged, to enjoy its unconditional support and

blessings, and love each other as we are loved by God. In whatever state our consciousness is, or our society is,

nothing in our daily lives occurs independently of this foundation, the primordial relation that dominates the

universe.

“Immanuel (God who supports us is always with every one of us)” cautions us of the vanity in perceiving

individual achievements and thinking, however “right” or “noble” they might seem, as what supports us and

gives our lives meaning. For those are, in reality, but fleeting treasures that may satisfy us temporarily but

cannot serve as the pillar of life that supports each of us completely. In this God-given world, God’s crucial

dictate to us is: “Love your neighbor as yourself” (Luke 10: 27).

It is from the abovementioned Takizawa’s philosophy that I gained insight into the past and current

phenomena in the world, and from which I have drawn my own frame of references that shape my views of

literary works. Thus, I owe this paper, which presents my reading and interpretation of James Baldwin, Alice

Walker, and Edwidge Danticat, to Takizawa’s philosophy.
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“We need literature because we wouldn’t know ourselves
without it. Whether it is oral or written, we need good
literature to be fully human.”
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“It is not too much to say that whoever wishes to become a
truly moral human being-+---+ must first divorce himself from
all the prohibitions, crimes, and hypocrisies of the Christian
church.” (The Fire, p.46)
“Love takes off the masks that we fear we cannot live
without and know we cannot live within. I use the word
“love” here not merely in the personal sense but as a state of
being, or a state of grace —not in the infantile American
sense of being made happy, but in the tough and universal

sense of quest and daring and growth.” (The Fire, pp.81-2)
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