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A Study on the Relation of Children’s Social Development to Communication

between Husband and Wife about Childcare
Yurina MORI* and Noriko HASHIMOTO*

[Objective] Clarification of the relation between marital relationship centered on child-rearing

and a child’s social behaviors from an educational viewpoint.

[Methods] (1) An anonymous self-administered questionnaire was conducted from April to May
2011 on the parents of 941 children, ranging in age from 3 to 6 years old. The questionnaire

«

was comprised of existing scales for “work-life balance”, “between husband and wife commu-
nication attitude/cooperative child-rearing” and “children’s social behaviors”. (2) Interviews
were conducted from September to October 2011 with the parents at 27 homes where

comprehension was determined by the questionnaire.

[Results] The objects of this study were the parents of 363 children who replied to all questions.
The mothers of 159 children (43.8%) were unemployed, and the mothers of 76 children
(20.9%) were full-time employees or nonpermanent employees who work 30 hours or more per
week, the mothers of 127 children (34.9%) were nonpermanent employees who work less than
30 hours per week or are self-employed workers. (1) Among husbands and wives where the
mothers are in the full-time employee group or the homemaker group, many differences were
shown between the husband and wife on the evaluation to “children’s social behaviors”. The
evaluation of “children’s social behaviors” coincided between husband and wife mostly in the
nonpermanent employee group. (2) The recognition of differences between the husband and
wife about “husband and wife communication attitude” was largest in the homemaker group,
and mothers had a higher recognition. But, the recognition of difference between the husband
and wife about “the degree of fairness of an assignment of care” was larger in the full-time
employee group, and fathers had a higher recognition. (3) When both husbands and wives
had a high evaluation about “husband and wife communication attitude”, fathers’ recognition
of “children’s social behaviors” was also higher. (4) Since fathers were economically stronger
in the homemaker group, there was a large difference, which mothers feel especially, that
appeared between the husband and wife, and almost all mothers felt some abandonment from
the fathers. However, since mothers of the nonpermanent employee group were child-rearing
and work, they showed an understanding of the fathers and the establishment of economic

strength, and behaviors of pessimistic abandonment were hardly seen.

[Discussion] The present results suggest that there is not necessarily a positive effect on the
development of the children’s sociality, even if mothers in the homemaker group have much
time to be engaged with children. It was also suggested that that the difference of recognition
of “mutual understanding and adjustment” between husband and wife could affect children’s

proper social development.
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M- | EEEERE 107 2.5 6.2 114 0.0 2.7 113 —0.4 3.7
BRI 145 2.6 5.8 148 —0.3 2.2 151 —0.5 3.5
E A B R 65 5.7 5.4 71 2.3 2.2 71 2.4 2.6

| R—2 || JEEH-ER 107 5.2 4.2 n. s. 114 1.8 2.0 |* 113 2.5 2.8 n. s.
BELIEE 145 4.9 4.0 148 1.6 1.6 151 2.4 2.5

SEOFIE FEEDHEE  *p<.05
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MEFED OB S OZ) IFIEHAERIERICE <,
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MEWREETAEUCZEZTHD ZENnho/z (p<.05),
ZORERN S, EBHOREOEEIX, REDFHHE
SN TETND EVNSBERFH#HEENTNS Z L
PRI NS, = KiF THEEBENI TWE LT
b, ZOXDBHBMOENR SN D WREMENH D Z & %
BRI DLEND D,
® ITFEHOEEMTE) & TRFOII 22— 3

CHEE) - TipRIER) & ORgE

(RipfaI 2= —>a vEE &, HRER] ©
HiZH 2 3 KHF THAMR - J78), TECHFOSHEO
rx ), MO HOETEE ] 2abEa 4 KT &
[ EHDIARMTHE) EOMBRERSZD, 4 HTO
ETNENORIEEEDEBREFEE TSI L, K
EERICT TR L, 22 TO I[TEH AT
B 13, RE - BEnEnETNEE LE 2 F)L
B & TRBETEES O2DOIREDTHREL.
) RIFMOIa=r—a iE (K7)

RED TRIBEII 2= —3 3 BEE] 2BWTIL,
RED 22 FINVER & THETHER DA
HERENRSNZ. RED THEMAFIVER 3R
WO TRIFMOI 227 —3 3 VRE] NEROLNE
BlzEm< (p<oD, RED METESS ERED
(REMaI 2= —2a v iE NMEHOLFNERIC
o7z (p<.0l),

B TRIBMII 227 —3 3 VBEE] 2B\ T,
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REO 2 AFIVER] & THETSER] 1ITOH
BRERBENRONZ, BEHO R ZAF ISR 13/
O RGO 22— a VEEE) NETEOLNE
BEizEm< (p<o), EHO TMEITEHA A SO
RO 22— a VEE] DMEBOADPHEIL
mno7e (p<.05),

Tiabt [REEII 22— 3 VEE] X, B
BRED, BRI NTNOWE L TFEHD
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CHEE | NEWIEE [FEBDIARMNTE ICIEDHE
ZRIFLTVWBE ZENEZ BN,

2) fHAEFRME - HEE (K 8)

HO THHEIRME - 5 I2B0n T3, LERERED
WE LU R AFIVER] EXBO TREITEIS R
WCHEBENRSN Tz, REEREO A3V
OB O THEMR - J98) NEFOSFPNERICE
Mol (G p<.001, R p<.05), RELD [RIETTH)
R EREO THARGR - J5) DMEHOAIEREIC
Enole (p<.05), Tixbb, REO THHAEME -
) & [FELOHAWNITE NIEOHBEREEREND 2 &
TIN5,

REBLO TAHAEHEE - 95 12BNV TH, REDHLE L
FUHER SO, IFESDOLRNTE 1IRE - B
i THEMR - {5 O THLIELESNT &Ny
Mmoo,

3) HEEOHHOETEE (£9)

RO THEEOHHOE TS ITHN0W T, KElD
MM AFINER) COBFEERENR SN2, RE
D RN ZFIVAR RO HEEOHHOET-X )
NEREDHNERICEN D72 (p<.05),

x7. 10322 - a g & TTPELOHRTE) L OB%

OB E oW A
o S Ty LR RV T R AF)) T
TarReE N Mean SD N Mean SD N Mean SD N Mean SD
s fr=xid 117 36.2 6.8 118 28.6 6.9 117 37.1 6.8 122 27.1 6.7
# *ok *ok n. s. n. s.
7 Jli5::4 192 335 7.1 192 309 7.5 201 357 7.2 200 28.1 6.6
< =g 178  35.1 7.0 180 295 6.9 189  37.1 7.0 192 27.0 6.2
R n.s n. s. *k *
7 Jli9::4 132 339 6.8 132 30.7 7.7 135  35.1 6.8 136 288 7.0
*p<.05 **p<.01
* 8. MMHEHR - JA%) & [FEBOHRITHE & DORIfR
OB oW &
W OE M AF)) AT E) TR AF)) A T
N Mean SD N Mean SD N Mean SD N Mean SD
2 fr=id 133  37.4 6.8 sk 133 28.8 7.6 " 134 37.3 7.3 " 139  26.9 6.7 n s
7 s 173 323 64 177 30.8 6.9 183 354 6.7 181 28.1 6.3
gy | TR 182 858 74 181 289 72 187 375 71, 187 270 67
7 s 122 33.0 6.1 128 31.1 7.3 132 346 6.7 135 28.0 5.8

#p< .05 **p< .01 **4p< 001
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£9. HEEOHOETE ) & TTELOHE2MTE) & DBI%

ROE WS IS
38 4y g 2 ZF I MR T ) 2 ZF I MR T )
! - Mean SD N Mean SD N Mean SD N Mean SD
- BB 116 357 68 116 307 73 122 365 7.1 122 984 68
g EFE 198 338 7.0 200 295 7.3 ™% 9202 360 70 ™% 26 272 65 ™°
5 EBE 108 358 69 108 302 75 119 364 7.1 118 277 64
g EFE 204 339 6.8 206 298 73 ™% 208 360 69 % 923 9277 67 ™°
*p<.05
#10. NEVOHMHOETEE ] & [FEHOHENTE) & DORER
R OBl W s (S A
B 5 4 A F IV AT T B A A F IV AT T B
= - N Mean SD N Mean SD N Mean SD N Mean SD
o EEE 161 352 7.2 165 283 7.0 ., 179 364 7.0 181 263 55 .
7 €8 153 338 69 % 151 319 72 147 358 7.1 ™% 149 9294 74
. o 145 352 63 144 286 70 ., 157 365 69 160 263 57 .
e 8 169 339 76 % 171 311 74 170 359 7.1 ™% 172 290 7.1
< 01 F¥p< 001
BEO THEONMHOETE ] 2BV TH, RED 1 . -
2 AFIEE] COREERBENE N, RE 12 |
O THRMAFIGE B0 THEO/MHHOBTS | 0 —— - .
MEROHNERICEN ST (p<.05), . o
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el WCIEOEEEL 2, W 2 F)IV R
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5) KD 4 )85 — > DK

R E BRIz RGO 22— a VREE)
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FEFRE LT

3227 —a EE OREXRY 4NF—2&
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i

(ER) TH=Y

1
LH | HL
BRI T S

*p< .05 **p<.01

1. RED [FEHDHRMITE Ol
(Rt THIEIRfE - FA%E) 4 )85 — 2 51)

RPFED MHFHAFI) 151 0AHEETH) ITBW
THH EENERICEM> 7= (p<.001, p<.05), ZTDZ
EmS, [RIFOAI 2= —2 3 VREE] A HH O
Fl@ns, REWCBI2 [T EBOHETE) OFFHD
BWZ ENNZ S,

HEIR - %) ORBRT 4N —2& [FEB
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7= (p<.001, p<.01), ZDZ EMS, AR - FHE)
DOFHA HH B D Kbmhy, [FESH DM E R OFF
HEmNT ENNA D, KITHBZITEN - 28T,
LL &K LH B - HL ETHRBROERTH > 7z,
IO EMNS, KiFHT THHAEIM - %) OFMICE
MbbdIEM, TESDIDEDOIEEZ LT 2 ERIT/R
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