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Jerome Bruner
University Professor

4 February 1999

Dear Professor Amano:

I have been very slow in responding to your reprints and letter that you sent me last
summer. I found them very interesting. The child’s transition from fixating on face and
eyes to fixating on the hand and objects with which it comes in contact is extremely
interesting. It tells a great deal about the way in which the child moves beyond primary
intersubjectivity into sharing the instrumental activity of adults. It certainly fits into
El’konin’s theory and also into mine. It is a very useful observation.

But I think you ought to bear in mind not just the issue of strangeness, but also the young
infant’s sensitivity to the intentions of adults, as Meltzoff has shown in his recent studies. I
think the young infant becomes very sensitized to the instrumentally oriented acts of their
caretakers and the principal instrument of intention is, of course, the hand. Do you know
Meltzoff’s work? He's at the University of Washington in Seattle at the Psychology
department there.

Do keep in touch. And I want to wish you all good luck in your work.

jncerely,

Professor Sachiko Amano
Kagawa Nutrition University
3-9-21 Chiyodo, Sakado
Saitama 350-02 Japan
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