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A Study about the Effect of Education on Social Independence of Youth in
Focusing on the Transition from School to Work in Akita

Prefecture from the Late 1950’s to the Early of 1960’s
Noriko HASHIMOTO*!

[Objective]

Many youth in the period between 1950-1960' had to get a job immediately after junior high school.
In this paper, firstly I intend to clarify the historical effect of education in school on social independence
of youth in focusing on a farm village in Akita prefecture where many youth moved to get jobs in
metropolitan areas,; secondly to present suggestions for the current problems of young people’s self-
reliance through this historical examination.

[Methods]

The objective of my research was the farm village of Kurokawa at Yokote City in Akita. I conducted
interviews several times with people who left Kurokawa junior high school in 1961 and their class
teacher. I also conducted interviews with the staff who worked at the employment bureau and libraries
in Akita and Yokote City. I also collected materials there. The research term was from 22.7.2000 to
11-9. 3. 2005.

[Results and Discussion]

1. The employment bureau in Akita at that time promoted jobs outside of Akita as an important
measure of social independence for the youth. It has resulted, however, in many young people being
drained away and was an indirect causes of depopulation, together with a declining birth rate, and
aging in AKkita.

2. In Yokote city there were still many hirings through personal connections and the idea of aftercare
for students at new jobs by teachers and a common feeling of farm community. In addition it has
seen the continuity of the prewar form in working customs at local jobs. The employment bureau
there dealt with many job offers from small companies.

3. It was an important turning point for students when they had to choose English or vocational
subject in their second grade. The content of vocational subjects was practical and useful including
the idea of work. They determined the course to be taken based on their family situation and
borrowing from their elder brothers and sisters. They left Akita through the employment bureau
or vocational teachers or their school seniors, including their elder brothers and sisters. They still
had positive, diligent and earnest spirits to challenge their life just like the traditional Japanese
society.

4. The class teacher took care of students who went to high school; on the other hand, the vocational
teachers took care of students to get a job. Both teachers sympathized with students to get a job.
Their existence was a substitute for students’ parents.

5. Both the sending side and receiving side of the youth made certain considerations for their development
at that time. Now we should create a suitable support system for the present problems of young

people’s self-reliance from various points of view.

* 1 HEHFFIIEE, LT3 A% : Laboratory of Education, Kagawa Nutrition University
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