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The Current State and Assignment of Father’s Child-care and Supporting Fathers

—Focousing on the Fathers’ Working Conditions and the State of Child-care Commitment—

Kazue TANAKA*! and Noriko HASHIMOTO *?

[Objective]

such as the promotion of men’s child care leave, have been executed by the municipality in

To realize the gender equality society, policies of child care support for fathers

recent years. However, it is not necessarily effective. To clarify the reasons, this study aimed to
understand the current state of the child care support by the municipality and fathers’ real child
The

survey was focused on the “Paternity record book” that was one of the child care support plans

care and working conditions, further to clarify the ideal way of more effective support.

of the municipality.
[Methods)
with 8 staff of the municipality.

The research of the municipality was conducted by a literature survey and interviews
The investigation for fathers with nursery school children was
conducted by questionnaire and interview. The sample size of the questionnaire was 262 and the
response rate was 35.39), 7 were interviewed.

[Results])

ubstantial child care support system, compared with municipalities which did not distribute it.

(1) The municipalities distributing the “Paternity record book” to fathers all had a s

(2) The “Paternity record book” was not an effective source of support for fathers.

(3) However, the “Paternity reoord book” had the effect of raising fathers’ consciousness as a parent.
Fathers’

holidays couldn’t be used. (8) Fathers living together with parents did neither housework nor

(4) The kind of housework and child care with fathers’

finished in a short time.

real situation was as follows: (1) Working time was extremely long. (2) The paid

child care. sharing were easy to do or
(5) Fathers positive who were positive about housework and child care
had other paternity friends, and had the skills for both housework and child care.

[Conclusion] It is important for municipalities to present more practical and tangible support,
to set up more fathers’ meeting facilities, and to give fathers a chance to master the skills needed

for both housework and child care.
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