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Canadian and Australian
Federalism Compared

Nobuaki Suyama

This article presents an overview of the field of comparative federalism, with
a special focus on a recently published book: Federalism in Canada and
Australia. While the Canadian federation was initially designed by the Fathers
of Confederation to have a strong central government, they now have a very
decentralized federal system in action. On the other hand, Australia, which was
based on the U.S. model of federalism with states’ rights securely entrenched,
has moved swiftly toward centralization. The political and institutional
explanations are tentatively offered in interpreting this interesting contrast
between the two countries in this essay. Australian politics, which are more
ideological than the Canadian counterpart, are not fatally regionally defined with
the support of the ‘integrated’ political party system. The ‘effective’ upper
chambers at the two levels of government help prevent an inordinate degree of
the executive dominance.
It is hoped that one day Japanese scholars will be able to produce a

comparative study on Canada and Australia.





