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Comparative Techno-Cultural Study
—— A Cryptographical Phase of the Pacific War —

Jiro Anzar
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What is intriguing is Churchill’s elaborate attempt to distance himself from the

American decision. Curiosity leads to suspicion when one considers how inti-
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mately connected were the two nation’s deterrent strategies against Japan, espe-
cially since the Atlantic-Charter meeting in August 1941. Moreover, that suspicion
grows stronger on examination of the Prime Minister’'s papers in the Public Record
Office. In the PREM 3 File, which contain most secret wartime intelligence briefs,
the 252 group dealing with the Japanese situation in 1941 is open, with one very
intriguing omission. Section 5, dealing with events through November, is marked
with official finality as “closed for 75 years.” Does the still-sealed group of papers
in London conceal the details of the war warning passed on by the Prime Minister
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to the President two weeks before Pearl Harbor ?

LETE->TWVWEDE,

Costello DM IFEITIE % EHE< A, POAL 659 Hich 7o B PSR QWK ~— ¥
DO, George W. Linn AL EEREBOE OHIRFHH IC OP-20 G (GRFEMEEARITHED 20 G=
ZHE MR ORIy T DLEIARP > TRT, HERK L TEES A & & — Y ZTER
ErELIEHBI?

Early in the afternoon GZ came into the watch office and motioned me to one side.
I was floored when he asked if we could encrypt a message in the Purple System
for transmission - To learn of Lieutenant Commander's curious request, which
“came from higher up,” is as startling today as it must have been for Linn. What
was the purpose of sending a message to the Japanese after war had broken out
- could it have been an attempt to cover up the intelligence record ? We may
never know, since the man who made the request is now dead. But had the ploy
been tried and the enemy discovered the extent to which the Americans had
penetrated their most secret channels of communication, a timely revision of their
codes might have deprived the US Navy of the intelligence that made their victory
at Midway possible —— and the whole course of the Pacific War might have been
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altered.
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