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Characteristics and 1ssues as the industrial
agglomeration in Onta pottery region:
compare with in Tanba pottery region.

Yasuhiro Sekine

Summary

This study aims to clarify the issues with and characteristics of industrial
agglomerations in which traditional arts and crafts are produced. This research
is conducted from the viewpoint of local systematic factors, including production
structure, market structure, and the circumstances under which the techniques
in question were acquired or developed. We use the production of ceramics in
Onta (Onta-pottery) as an example of such a cluster.

Using both a factual study of the production of Onta- pottery and a compari-
son with the production of Tanba- pottery, it was shown that the area that
produces Onta- pottery has certain characteristics, including a method of manu-
facture rooted in tradition and a productive philosophy organized around the
fundamentals of craftsmanship.

Issues facing these areas of production include the decline of auxiliary indus-
tries, as well as an increase in operations other than production within the areas
themselves.

Information acquired in this study indicates the following: past efforts to in-
crease the efficiency of labor have improved the image of these production areas;
there are both advantages and disadvantages associated with contracting some
production roles to locations outside the production areas; and the circumstances
or history of how techniques of craftsmanship were originally acquired affects

the characteristics of these industrial agglomerations.
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