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A Spatial Analysis of the Early Modern Town of Kaizuka
with a Particular Focus on the Tax-exempt Lands of
Bokuhan House Retainers

Kunihiko TODA

This essay formed one part of a larger project aimed at understanding the
society (=spatial structure) of the town of Kaizuka in the early modern period.
As a first step toward achieving this aim, the essay seeked to explain the
spatial structure of the Kaizuka temple compound.

In the first section of the essay I used documents from around the time of the
Meiji Restoration to consider the spatial structure of the officially recognized
temple lands (shuinchi) ruled over by the Bokuhan house, i.e. the Kaizuka
temple compound. I showed that in the latter Tokugawa period the temple
compound was made up of taxed and untaxed lands. The untaxed territories
(hinenguchi), which accounted for less than 20% of the total area, included
lands under the direct control of the lord, together with those that had been
officially exempted from tax (gomenchi) by the shogunate. Some of the temple’s
taxed lands (nenguchi) included rice fields in the surrounding area, outside the
limits of the compound itself.

In the second section, I focused on the untaxed territories described in the
first section, and more specifically on those areas of Bokuhan land that had
been formally exempted from tax by the shogunate (gomenchi). The residences
of the Bokuhan family retinue, who were considered warrior retainers, were all
located on tax-exempt lands, but this was not the case for residences of
merchant retainers (financial offices, Kake yashiki), which were located on
taxed lands in the same manner as the residences of other townsfolk. In
contrast to this, I showed that the grounds of the five temples in Kaizuka
included both tax-exempt and taxable lands. I showed that the tax-exempt
lands allowed for the junkerai were different in character to those on which
ordinary Bokuhan retainers had their residences. The houses of these ordinary
retainers were spread around the five town blocks of Kaizuka, and did not
constitute a separate warrior district.

Overall, the essay showed that although the territories within the temple
compound of early modern Kaizuka can be clearly divided up into taxed and
untaxed lands, the two spread out in a complex, mosaic-like pattern. The
division of territories, moreover, does not always seem to have corresponded
neatly with status distinctions (e.g. Bokuhan retainer lands=tax exempt,
Townsfolk lands=taxable).
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