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Sociabilité in Sengoku-Era Kyoto: A Study of
Relations Between Debtors and Creditors Utilizing
the Bunichi Tokuseirei Documentary Collection

Mizuho BANDOH

The Bunichi Tokusei is a collection of legal proclamations issued by the Muromachi
Shogunate. The documents included in that collection contain vital information about
creditors and debtors from every social class. Employing a previously unused method
of statistical analysis, this paper examines sociabilité in Sengoku-era Kyoto.

Utilizing a graph, section one compares rates of credit and debt during four periods
in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. Rather than measuring overall debt levels, the
graph provides information about the positive economic activities of Kyoto residents.

The second section focuses on the identity of debtors and creditors. Using a second
graph, it identifies both the individuals who borrowed money and those that supplied
it. The analysis carried out in section two demonstrates that nobles, warriors, and
monks tended to borrow money from persons within their social class. In contrast,
many commoners borrowed money from specialized moneylenders.

Section three analyzes commoners’ sociabilité regarding credit and debt. It shows
that the residents of villages surrounding the city of Kyoto relied on regional bonds
when attempting to borrow money. In contrast, comparatively few residents borrowed
money from Kyoto moneylenders. Unlike village residents, Kyoto’s denizens did not
depend on regional ties when attempting to secure a loan. This was largely due to the
fact that a system of private financing called “tanomoshi” had developed in central
Kyoto during the period in question.

Through the foregoing analysis, this article seeks to examine Sengoku-era sociabilité
from a new perspective. In a subsequent study, I plan to focus more broadly on socia-
bilité in the Sengoku era. In the future, I also hope to verify the conclusions put forth

in this article through the analysis of other relevant documentary sources.

Keywords : sociabilité, debt and credit, Sengoku period, Kyoto, Bunichi Tokusei
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