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A Study of Fifteenth-Century Kizu

Hisashi TOKUMITSU

This paper examines the historical significance of Kizu, a medieval port city in Japan's
Minami Yamashiro region. Focusing on the fifteenth century, it analyzes the various
activities of Kizu's residents and the city’'s relationship with villages in the region and
Kofukuji Temple.

Located in the Minami Yamashiro region at the intersection of the Kizu River and the
Kyokai Circuit, an important overland route linking Nara and Kyoto, Kizu emerged during
the medieval period as an important hub of transport and trade.

Kizu first emerged as a regional port during the eighth century. In the fifteenth century,
Kofukuji Temple established rule over the entire Kizu area. A wide array of resident
groups, including komori, who transported goods by boat along the Kizu River, bashaku, who
transported goods overland on horseback, and za, or merchant guilds, lived and worked in
Kizu.

During the second half of the fifteenth century, the power of Kizu's resident groups
expanded. On the one hand, they attempted to challenge the strict control of Kofukuji
Temple. On the other hand, they possessed a desire to stand in a position of dominance vis-
a-vis the villages of the Minami Yamashiro region. Three factors helped to preserve Kizu's
character as a city: its position as a transportation hub, its various internal communities, and
its dominant position within the Minami Yamashiro region. The expanding power of Kizu's
residents and Kizu's growing influence as a city were deeply interconnected. Furthermore,
both of these developments were intimately related to the decline of Kofukuji's once
powerful influence in the region.

By comparing Kizu with other regional transport hubs, such as Yodo, Yawata, and
Oyamazaki, this paper elucidates Kizu's uniqueness as a medieval city. Even when
compared with other medieval cities, Kizu clearly possessed a distinctive character. Due to
source-related restrictions, this article does not discuss the sixteenth century. However, I
plan to examine that issue in a subsequent study.

Keywords : transportation hub, urban community, Kizu, Kofukuji Temple, Minami Yamashiro
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