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A Study of Taiseki-ji Temple in Suruga Province
during the Sengoku Period, Centering on
“Muensho” and “Monzen”.

NIKI Hiroshi and KODAMA Ryohei

This study focuses on documents sent from the Imagawa family who controlled Suruga Province,
to Taiseki-ji Temple. By analyzing the types of taxes (cash or labor) levied on Taiseki-ji, and which
taxes were exempted and why, we can better understand the society surrounding Taiseki-ji.

Through the 15th century Taiseki-ji was not taxed, but in the 16th century the Imagawa imposed
public levies on it in the form of building and labor taxes. Around this time, the community adjacent
to the temple (monzen) was developing as an urban center, and with many people migrating to live
there the number of buildings increased accordingly. Permanent shops were set up, and merchants
brought in products from the outside. Various parties attempted to impose taxes on those doing
business there and on Taiseki-ji as it accumulated wealth from commerce. The Imagawa, in an
effort to assert itself as the sole authority controlling Taiseki-ji, then granted it a tax exemption
by virtue of being an “unconnected place” (muensho, usually a sacred space lacking secular connec-
tions).

Keywords: < sengoku period < Taiseki-ji temple < space in front of the temple ¢ unconnected

place * labor taxes



