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Fostering a Concept of Life and Death for Nursing Care Students

MAEZAWA Miyoko NAKAZAWA Tomie

ABSTRACT

It is inevitable that nursing care students face others’ “death” experience processes leading to “death”. At
present, in many nursing care educational institutions, learning of “terminal care” and “end-of-life care” is planned,
aiming at having students learn about the care of those who cannot escape from death in the near future and to
develop their thinking. Here, I analyzed phases of changes in students’ thoughts on “life” and “death” before and
after taking a lesson in “nursing those who suffer from incurable diseases”. In addition, I analyzed the thoughts on life
and death of those students who dealt with end-of-life patients during clinical training and of those who dealt with
patients with persistent disturbance of consciousness through their statements at conferences and reports on concepts
of nursing. My analysis shows that through lectures and clinical training, the students broadened and changed their
ideas about “life” and “death.” Fostering a concept of life and death during basic nursing education will be an
important element that may become a base for students to continue asking what nursing really means.

Keywords: Nursing Care Students , Concept of Life and Death, Fostering a Concept of Life and Death



