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Survey on the awareness of organ donation and transplantation among
nursing students

HATAKEYAMA Yoshiko KOBAYASHI Masumi

ABSTRACT

Since the establishment of the 1997 Organ Transplantation Law in Japan, which permits organ donation and
transplantation from brain dead donors, the field of transplantation has rapidly improved. In the present study, a
survey was conducted on the awareness of organ donation and transplantation among nursing students, who were
expected to be involved in transplantation medicine. The results revealed the following 4 points.
(n =267) 1)Although the level of concern for organ donation and transplantation was high, only 44.6% of nursing
students recognized the conditions of approval regarding donations. 2) The intention to “donate” was significantly
higher among students who were concerned about organ donation and transplantation than those who were
indifferent to the issue. 3) Although 83 students carried an organ donor card (31%), 23 of them did not indicate their
intentions as a result of indecisiveness. There were many students both who carried a donation card and who did not
carry a card; their individuals in both groups did not indicate a specific reason for carrying or not carrying a card. 4)
Regarding a question of whether the students would receive an organ transplant if necessary, 56.9% of students
responded, “I do not know unless I am actually in such a situation.” The main reason for being willing to receive a
transplant was “I want to live” , while the main reason for not wanting a transplant was “I do not want to live in
exchange for another person’s death” . 5) A comparison of nurses’ “views of life and death” showed significant
differences between “I want to donate after a cardiac arrest” and “T do not want to donate after a cardiac arrest” .
However, further analysis of nurses “views of life and death” and “the concept of death” may be necessary.

Nursing students are not only expected to be involved in transplantation medicine, but also have the possibility to
become donors or recipients in future organ transplantations. The result of the survey suggests that there is a
necessity for nursing student to gain knowledge of organ transplantation and to form their own views and or opinions
of life and death.

Keywords: nursing students; survey of awareness; organ transplantation; organ donor card; views of life and death
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