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Progress in TEFL at the Elementary School :
Educational Administration and Language Policy

NAGASAKA Kaori

ABSTRACT

The new Guidelines for the Course of Study (1998) allow elementary schools to provide “conversation activities in
foreign languages” as a part of education for international understanding, in “the Period for Integrated Study.” The
phrase, “conversation activities in foreign languages,” seems to have changed its meaning, as time passed, in the
educational administration. It changed from “conversation activities in foreign languages” to “activities using
English,” and finally to “English conversation activities.” In July 2002, the year of the implementation of the new
Guidelines, English is even defined as a common international language in the strategic plan to cultivate “Japanese
With English Abilities” by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology.

Taking the progress of globalization in the economy and in society into consideration, those changes and
implementation could suggest that English would be taught as a required subject at elementary schools after the next
revision of the Guidelines for the Course of Study.

Key Words: teaching English at elementary schools, educational administration, language policy
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