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Challenges in Terminal Care Nursing in Yamanashi Prefecture
ONO Kyoko

ABSTRACT

The mortality from cancer has recently been increasing. In relation to what the deathbed of terminal cancer
patients should be and what the deathbed of rapidly increasing advanced elderly people, terminal care is emphasized
and care expertise is sought. However, there is no dedicated facility for terminal care in Yamanashi Prefecture;
almost all such people die in general wards. Regarding home terminal care, a 24-hour reporting system and
administrative measures, including terminal care expenditures, are already available and supporting activities for
elderly death at home have started in some areas in the prefecture. However, the operation of the home care support
system for cancer patients has just begun; in actual settings, a lack of nursing resources for palliative care and
difficulty in communications with medical institutions, visiting doctors, etc. are posing serious problems. Against this
background, there is an urgent demand for the strengthening of nursing resources and expertise for home terminal
care in growing need, and the establishment of a network for developing terminal care within the framework of
community care. To this end, nursing experts should take the initiative in creating such a system.

Key words: terminal care, home terminal care, death at home, community care



