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Transcultural Communication Recognized in Cross-Cultural Marriage:

A Case Study of an American-Japanese Couple

NAGASAKA Kaori

Abstract

ASAT Michiko

An increased number of long-staying foreigners can recently be found in Japan. Considering the short supply of

workforce, an influx of foreigners is an unavoidable and necessary social phenomenon. Such a multicultural situation

challenges our society and its members to live together and communicate with foreigners from different countries and

cultures.

The purpose of this case study is to find in a cross-cultural marriage some factors which make transcultural

communication possible. The case of the American-Japanese couple, who, with three children, have lived in Japan for

more than 20 years, will be discussed. It is suggested that difficult experiences in common, recognition and acceptance

of each other’s culture, and creating another culture between them or among their family as well as affection toward

each other will be essential in their transcultural communication.
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