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The Modern Family and Different Family Names of Husband and Wife
— Looking for the Meaning of Different Family Names of Husband and Wife

DODO Masako

ABSTRACT

It was in the ‘Modern Family' produced in the modern Europe that wife's family name ought to be the same as
her husband’s. The ‘Modern Family' is weakly institutionalized because it is taken in the private sphere brought by
the dichotomy of society—the public sphere and the private sphere. Family members are ‘individuals’ bound by
‘love’, which makes people blind to the patriarchy in husband and wife taking the same family name. In Europe, the
reconsideration of this institution started in the early 20th century. Japan's future introduction of husband and wife
having different family names should be understood in this historical flow. It must not be noted that the advantages of
this institutionalization lies not in the equality between husband and wife, but in the protection of children’s rights in
the society where the number of divorces and remarries is increasing.
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