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The Smooth Articulation of Pre-School Education and
Elementary School Education: The Value of Play and
Learning in a Cooperative Manner at Kindergarten before
Transferring to Elementary School

YAMADA Chiaki”, SHIMIZU Aki?, ATHARA Yumi®

Abstract

The contents of cooperative play and learning in infancy should be reexamined for the smooth
articulation of pre-school education and elementary school education. Therefore, we took two cases from a
private kindergarten (A) in Yamanashi Prefecture: 1) From Shared Experience to Cooperative Activities:
Through Increasing Interest in Astronomical Bodies; 2) Up to Playing Their Own Version of Tag or
Omigokko: Cooperative Play and Learning by Five-Year-Olds. We analyzed the process from cooperative
activities to independence in learning and the beginning of mental independence.

The results show that it is important for teachers to pick up on students’ curiosity and to immediately
investigate, in order to realize children’s interests, and improve the connection between learning through
play in infancy and learning from textbooks after entering elementary school. It was revealed that with
teachers’ help; group and personal interactions together with the appropriate formation of the learning

environment are important for children’s development.
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2) Shiobe Kindergarten

2) Shiobe Kindergarten
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