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Critical Study on Marginal Village Theory -from local

area promotion to local community-based welfare
(focus on a survey on the aged life at Tokuji in Yamaguchi city)
HATAMOTO Yuusuke

Abstract

This paper is a critical study of 'Marginal Village Theory', to try to clarify the actual situation of the
villages from a different angle through my surveys on some of them.

Marginal Village Theory is a theory to clarify the miserable life of some villages, which have aging
rate of over 50% and have weak economic bases. But, actual villages called marginal are not shut out
from outer area, but linked to outer cities around them, to form daily life sphere through the develop-
ment of transportation (e.g., cars). People living there are highly independent and their lives are not
miserable. Theories which emphasize miserable local situations there, are led readily to argument for
redevelopment or reconstruction of local area. This paper warns this tendency and argue that local

community-based welfare are required to maintain their comfortable lives instead of it.

Key words : marginal village, mobility, local community-based welfare, space theory



