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John Evelyn's Numismata: Its Publication and Reception

TAKANO Michiyo

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify the circumstances surrounding the publication of John
Evelyn's Numismata (1697), a book on numismatics (the study of coins and medals), and to analyze the
characteristics of Numismata from the perspective of the history of books. Furthermore, this study
also examines the reception and evaluation of this work from the eighteenth century to the twentieth
century. Evelyn’s objectives were twofold: to advance research in numismatics in England to put it
on a par with research performed in continental European countries, and to promote the study of
English medals. An analysis of the characteristics of Numismata from the perspective of history of
books indicates that its text and illustrations had a synergistic effect, making a significant impression
on its readers, among whom were numismatists and artists. In addition, the list of books presented
in Numismata by Evelyn makes it possible to speculate about the specific readership and the extent
to which numismatics was popular in England at the time. For many years, the general view of this
work has been negative, but at the same time, there are certainly parts of it that are valid and useful

for numismatics research, an example of this being the first reference to the Petition Crown created by

the engraver Thomas Simon in 1663.
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