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The Publication and the Readership of War with the Devil by Benjamin Keach

TAKANO Michiyo

Abstract

One of the major nonconformist writers of the seventeenth century, Benjamin Keach, wrote

several imaginative literary works. Among them, War with the Devil was the most successful. In spite

of the fact that this work has not been read much in the last couple of centuries, it was enormously

popular in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries in England. This study examines the background

of the publication of War with the Devil, and its readership, with references to contemporary literature

of the same vein. Although Keach was not as masterful a writer as Milton or Bunyan, he had a special

talent in attracting and educating young people with his imaginative literature. His target readership

for War with the Devil was most probably teenagers. He knew very well that this age group was prone

to turn away from religion and he hoped to strengthen their religious faith with his book. Judging

from the number of editions or impressions, we can say that the publication of War with the Devil was

a success. It also influenced other writers for young people, and contributed to the future success of

this genre of literature.
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In a dialogue. Discovering the corruption and
vanity of youth, the horrible nature of sin, and
deplorable condition of fallen man. Also, a
description, power, and rule of conscience, and
the natur of true conversion. To which is added,
an appendix, containing a dialogue between
an old apostate, and a young professor worthy
the perusal of all, but chiefly intended for the
nstruction of the younger sort. | HJE & DRIV,
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5o A4 b=t d, War with the devil:
or the young man’s conflict with the powers
of darkmness; displayed in a poetical dialogue
between youth and conscience. Wherein is set
forth the Power of Corruption, and the Nature
of true Conversion, in all its various progressive
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the late Rev. Mr. Benjamin Keach. Now revised
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and greatly improved by another hand. & Z» 1.
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in all Christian Families”

“Necessary to be read
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This book hath gone through many
Editions, since its first appearance in
the world; and I doubt not but it has
been a chosen shaft in the quiver of the
Almighty, and penetrated the heart of the
most obdurate sinner.

For this purpose it was well aimed
when first published by the reverend and
pious author. But through length of time,
and the improvement of language since
then, the style is now become somewhat
obsolete, and the poetry lame. And as
this may probably be the cause why this
excellent little book is grown so scarce,
and has been so long out of print, the
editor deems his revising the style, and
correcting the poetry, in order to render it
more useful in the present age, a sufficient

apology for attempting its revival. ?
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child’s and youth’s delight. Teaching an easy

“Instructions for children: or, the

way to spell and read true English. Containing
The Father's Godly Advice, Directing Parents
in a Right and Spiritual manner to Educate
their Children. With A Scripture Catechism,
Wherein all the Chief Principles of true
Christianity Are clearly Opened. Together
with many other Things, both Pleasant and
Useful, for the Education of Children. Written
by B. Keach, Author of War with the Devil.
Recommended to the Use of all Parents and
Schoolmasters, by H. Knowls” T® % A kL
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F il iz i& “The youth in his natural state” &
9 —412id “The youth in his converted state”
LDELEM D 5, B Fhold 165 [[— AW
ThHBDEM, IREDP SR 54 51T - THA
PNTW5E, —HD, DL D[EILATOFAE IF. £
WRAOKEEZF &V, FHEO>WEIEFIce v
TDH—=) =T EVWI, 77w ¥aF TINVEE
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RO EEMPNTVWEDOEGEAIDS Z ENTE S,
SF D, HLEO ANTFEICEBORBELZT 5 C
&N %—T%’IE’J%ELC LBLSIND T EBRERENT
W5, i %@ BB situold
bows AMicH@Ed 2@ Th 5 L, FEAH
iﬂ%bf@#—%ﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬁ%%tf%t:

“Narrow

SO R e
— e

S5 / ~n’w na,tu?ﬂl[_ﬁ“t"
jhc (/outﬁf it S

1709 & W)

ETH B, BILEONESKLT LHFRETHRVE
L, BHEDOETOHEOBRL SICb/RENATW
5o, COMREFEROEENH D, REERS D
BICHRARDPEA, FEICZ 0 E LB fTbh T
lERIBHIEBTE S,
TEmDBEAT. A& 3HS DEP N IR
B L. R EUvE2E2 L ¢, FHOEICIE—
BB 2 F5 > TLIR W0,

At Cards and Dice and such brave Games
I'll play

And like a Courtier deck my self most gay.
With Periwig and Muff, and such fine
things,

With Sword and Belt Goloshoes and Gold-
rings.

Where Bulls and Bears they Bait & Cocks



do fight,

I do resort with speed, there’s my Delight;
To drink and sport among the Jovial
Crew,

I do resolve whatever doth ensue.

And Court Fair Ladies, that I also love,
And of all things do very well approve.
Which tend my sensual Part to satisfy,
From whence comes all my choice
Felicity. (9) ¢
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HEWNEAZREHR L TVE LA, B, B
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DI WHIESREE OEH TG T 208, HEIEY
REI BARi 2 1s W, 8wt/ Ly
SELDRBEHEEDLERTS £4 5, HERESH
B “in my youthful prime” 1t 2 &K L.
HuHbEPehicw ExtnicE LA, FEOV
ROEMOBICRS &EE95." 45 & BHBEY
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HoTHBET2bDTHENEIRED LWV,
HLEBEHREEFIEY DT 508, T i2E
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Bl LTV ik E THEBOFERIIH DI
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Devil

My words I see no place at all can find,
Within the centre of thy evil Mind.

I'll leave thee therefore with my dreadful
curse

Which is as bad as hell, nay, it is worse
Thank all the plagues of the infernal lake,
And let all those who love me vengeance
take

Upon so vile a Wretch, and though I do,
Forsake thee now within a day or two,

I'll come again, and will thy Soul torment,
Till thou of thy Repentance shalt repent.
(92-93)
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“or the young man's conflict with the powers of
darkness ; displayed in a poetical dialogue between
youth and conscience. Wherein is set forth the
Power of Corruption, and the Nature of true
Conversion, in all its various progressive Steps.
Originally written by the late Rev. Mr. Benjamin
Keach. Now revised and greatly improved by
another hand. Necessary to be read in all Christian
Families.”
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