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Sir William Dugdale and his Friends:
Publishing The History of St. Paul’s in London (1658)
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Abstract

Sir William Dugdale was an antiquary who devoted himself to the recreation of the past in his writings.

He was the author of renowned antiquairian studies such as Monasticon Anglicanum, The Antiquities of
Warwickshire, and The History of St. Paul’s Cathedral in London, which were published in the 1650s. His
exceptional diligence allowed him to complete all these learned works, but of course it was not at all possible

without the aid of other people who supported him by providing documents, introducing people, or even

partially bearing the expense of publishing his books. This study aims to examine the relationships between

Dugdale and those who supported him, especially in terms of the publication of St. Paul’s. By so doing we

hope to cast light on the social milieu of antiquarian studies in the Commonwealth of England of the 1650s.
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And to the end that the memory of those many
Ancient monuments therein, which were
afterwards utterly destroyed (the Church
also being made a Horse-garrison by the
Usurpers) might be continued to posterity, Mr.
Dugdale did by the help and favour of sundry
worthy persons, who voluntarily offered to
be at the charge of the plates, in which the
Representations were cut in brass, as also the
prospects of that whose Fabrick (inside and
outside) accomplish the same. Further also
having succinctly framed an historical narration
of the first foundation and endowment of the
said Church, as also of all the Chantries, and
what else was most memorable therein, or
relating thereto, made it publick by the Press,
an. 1658.
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I receaved your’s, wherein you tell me the
Plate will stand me in 5li. I shall not question
the price, soe it be well done. I know Mr.
Hollar is an excellent person, and deserves all
incouragement, nor shall I be wanteinge, or
unwilling to pay him li berally for his labour,
onely be you the Judge, and what you say, I
will send; and that when and whither you shall
appoint. I have sent this inclosed paper, if you
like it. Armes I have none (nor deserve any)
and therefore refer the whole to you, to have all
these words, or as many of them as you shall
thinke fit, ingraven on the Plate, and with what
devise you shall thinke fit, onely I desire to see

it, ere it be finished, soe as not to be altered.
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For the piece I intend and promised you to give
the sculpture of, to help out wth yr Edition of
the monumts of Pauls, I doubt whether I shall
be in London to make my owne choice of such
as are best, but rather referre it to yor self,
with this caution, that I wold have some of
the historicall pieces (not any prospect of the
Church) and amongst those, should be willing
to have (if such there be) some that hath bene

an emint man of this Unity, B’p, or other.
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