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Toward the Reconstruction of Culture
— John Evelyn's Hidden Proposals in “A Character of England” —

TAKANO Michiyo

Abstract
John Evelyn anonymously published one of his tracts “A Character of England” in 1659. It is sup-
posedly a letter by a French traveler depicting his true impressions and experiences during a visit to
England. A great deal of English customs and manners are criticized as vulgar and morose; the build-
ings and the environment of London, disastrous. Since Evelyn was writing from a royalist's point of
view, he tried to conceal his authorship under the Cromwell's reign, and by doing so he succeeded in
pointing out boldly to the public what was missing in his contemporary England. Closely related to
his Diary, “Character” voices Evelyn's own opinions and those proposals, which he later made in pub-
lic.
One of the two main purposes of this study is to indicate the fact that this minor tract contains sev-
eral important factors which would become cores of his future pieces of work, such as“Fumifugium,”
“Tyrannus,” and “Londinium Redivivum.” The other purpose is to reveal Evelyn's strong belief that
the reconstruction of the English cultural life and the recovery of its splendor would be brought

about with the return of the monarchy.
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.. I was so much concern'd with the
honour of our Country, that it was my
resolution to suppresse the publication of
our shame, as conceiving it an act of great
inhumanity; But upon second, and more
impartial thoughts, I have been tempted
to make it speak English, and give it lib-
erty, not to reproach, but to instruct our
Nation; (75)"

EVIROI S HH X AHEZ OB THIRE 3.
EYREOZLEEZEBVAREDLD XD D05,
ZABLTCHRATREBCEAY LT, &L
AEELDG SFIRERA/-CEEZTELTVL 3,
ATy FORERELT LTk, #h %
HHEICKOhE, BEREOHEAEE TV
EOlLiLL-T, HEVPERILEBOA v 5 v
MICHHII TH B EEHET T —Va LTV B,
BIFEEARE L THDP O S EICFHE#ET 3 C
ERERTHD, 41— ) voOEILEWL LS
7 + “An Apology for the Royal Party” &
1659 F 11 AcEZ cHaEh TV 3,
“Character” 1% 12 #rix (duodecimo)., £
66 *— Y THRa i, HREFER oY Fv &7
AnWs v FTEEERETEA T LY a v - 7
Wy 2 (John Crooke) TH B, WHITLTZ Wy
IHRIDNT I PEBMTIRD C LS 20h
BIRZEWE A0, BREAHTHZ, 70y
Z7EDOBIKA =YY YD b5 2 b “Tyrannus,
or the Mode” (1661) %fth>EFEM & HE Tk -
TW3, %7, “Character” I HREEICE 3R
FTRITIN/, FERERAKRE > TROICHEBE
EPNBIZABTH - EREEVIV, 7272,
OV HREBEZEFEERAADBEDOL S ITEL T

4075 v FOX{LEHELXBIELT

P BEBEBEOHETNBRE O, TbFH A —
Y YERARZOR T UL UEEOEFI>WT
ST AERND B DI, TOERICOVTIIE
HEICE - G HROFHS S5 L T
W, “Character” HROREFEIZRIZ O IE
HAFETHE N “An Apology for the Royal
Party” LHETNIEFOZEESFDITEARE L,
1659 11 A7 HO HEZIKIZIRD & 5 7350k 3
H5b,

Was published my bold Apology for the
King in this time of danger, when it was
capital to speak or write in favour of him.
It was twice printed; so universally it

took.?
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0! how lothsome a Golgotha is this
Paul's! 1 assure your Lordship, that Eng-
land is the sole spot in all the world,
their

Churches are made jakes, and stables,

where, amongst  Christians,
markets and Tipling-houses; and where
there were more need of Scorpions, than

Thongs, to drive out the Publicans and
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Money-Changers: In sum, where these ex-
cellent uses, are pretended to be the

markes of Piety and Reformation. (79)
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At my return, I was infinitely concerned
to find that goodly Church, St. Paul's -
now a sad ruin, and that beautiful portico
(for structure comparable to any in
Europe, as not long before repaired by the
late King) now rent in pieces, flakes of
vast stone split asunder, and nothing re-
maining entire but the inscription in the
architrave, showing by whom it was built,

which had not one letter of it defaced!
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“I have been in a spacious Church
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The women are much affected with

Gaudry, there Dbeing nothing more

frequent, than to see an antient Ladie
wear colours, a ‘thing which neither
young, nor old of either Sex do with us,
save in the Country, and the Camp; but
widows at no time. And yet reprove they
us for these exorbitances; but I have often
disputed the case: Either we do i1}, or well;
if ill, why then do they ape us 7 if well,
The truth is,

it is not an

why do they reproach us ?

they have no moderation, ..
easie matter to distinguish the Lady from
the Chamber-maid; Servants being suf-
fered in this brave Country, to go clad like
their Mistrisses, a thing neither decent,
nor permitted in France, where they may

wear neither lace, nor silk. (85)
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It must be avowed that England is a
sweet, and fertill Country.
Terra potens armis, atque ubere gleba:

That the Fields, the Hills, and the
Vallies are perpetually clad with a glori-
ous, and agreeable verdure; that her provi-
sions are plentifull; her staples important;
and her interest very considerable; not
omitting the most beautiful Ladies, I had

almost said, of the world,
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