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The First Generation of the English Romantics

— On Coleridge’s and Southey’s Views of Napoleon Bonaparte —

TAKAHASHI Masami

Abstract
On the first generation of the English Romantics, previous studies have concluded that

their fervent affections that Napoleon was the figure who could liberate Europe from its

monarchial system and who could embody the French Revolution’s noble causes or ideas of

liberty, equality and philanthropy, were miserably broken to pieces by the French invasion of

Switzerland ‘commanded by Napoleon’ in 1798, and that thereafter they began to have no

concern for Napoleon. But after inspecting the first generation of the English Romantics,

particularly focussing on Coleridge and Southey, it is confirmed that their affections to

Napoleon were swaying till his new position as Counsul for Life in 1802, or till his accession

to Emperor after that, and that they got estranged from Napoleon’s ‘real figure’, conveying

their own hopes in ‘an imaginary figure” as Napoleon that their affections had fabricated.

key words : Coleridge, the English Romantics, the French Revolution, Napoleon Bonaparte, Southey



