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A longitudinal descriptive study of the child-caring experiences of
mothers in the two-year period following the birth of a third child

ENDO Toshiko, NOZAWA Mieko, ANDO Masako
WATANABE Takemi, FUSHIMI Masae

Abstract

Home visits were conducted a total four times (1,6,12 and 24 months after birth)on 39 mothers who had given birth to a
third child during July-September 1995; longitudinal descriptions of the child-caring experiences of these mothers in the two-
year period following the birth of their third child were used to identify any special features in the bringing up of a third
child.

The results were follows. Difference were observed in post-natal upbringing according to the degree to which the
pregnancy was planned or desired, but these differences were found to be due only to the mother's response immediately
following the birth and no significant difference was observed later in the child-caring process. Further, one of the
characteristic features apparent in the upbringing of a third child was the way in which the experiences gained from the
elder children were put to good use and proficient child-caring techniques were adopted. However what made child-caring
difficult was the lack of time and spatial freedom in dealing simultaneously with three children and it was clear that this
difficult period began around the 6 month point and continued until around 24 months.

Key words: third child, child-caring, mother



