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The Formation of the Mission Board of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting

—From the Foreign Missionary Association to the Mission Board—

Tetsuko Toda

Department of International Studies, Yamanashi Women's Junior College

Abstract

This paper aims to explain the process that Philadelphia Yearly Meeting got interested in the Japan
mission and reveal some factors that promoted the Yearly Meeting to take over the mission.

American Friends suffered great hardships for their belief in pacifism during the First World War.
The American Friends Service Committee was organized during the War to provide conscientious
objectors with non-combatant works. It also raised funds and gathered relief supplies for distressed
Europe. After the War, the Committee developed its own way of social service and international
goodwill in foreign countries. Inspired by the American Friends Service Committee's activities
abroad, Philadelphia Yearly Meeting formed the Mission Board as one of its standing committees and
assumed the responsibility of the Japan mission that had been undertaken by the Foreign Missionary
Association of Friends of Philadelphia. It was after five years’ consideration that Philadelphia
Yearly Meeting decided to take over the mission. Philadelphia Friends were willing to participate in
activities for war-relief, reconstruction and international goodwill without hesitation, but the ground
for the whole Yearly Meeting to assume the responsibility of the mission was not firm. The Mission
Board was to face the financial difficulties, for it could not collect enough donations from the Yearly

Meeting members.
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We would encourage those engaged in
promoting missionary effort to share their
concerns with their Monthly or Quarterly
Meetings. We believe that in many instances a
sympathetic response would be made to such
appeals.
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My direct and immediate purpose in thus
writing for Friends in America is to call their
attention again to the fact that here in the
Orient we are face to face with large and
urgent tasks of reconciliation and “precon-
struction.” We would support in every way
possible the appeal of the starving millions of
Europe, and we do not ask that the messengers
of peace and good-will whom God is sending
to Germany and Austria be diverted to Japan.
We do feel, however, that as Friends endeavor
to keep the whole world situation in mind,
and as they recall the way in which their
hearts were wrung because of their share
of failure to prevent the European calamity
which made the relief and reconstruction work
necessary, — they should at this hour give
new consideration to the claims of the Orient.
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During the late war this sense of mission was
signally revived, and meetings were again
fired by the giving of young life to minister
of the needs of those, whom having not seen
we loved. We caught once again the power
that comes from losing life in surrender of

ourselves to the needs of the world.
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And now the temporary need is passing, and
we must face the possibility that our Yearly
Meeting may easily settle back within itself,
while the continuous needs of our fellowmen
the world over call to deaf ears.
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If then a vital type of Christianity is
essentially worldwide in its concern, we believe
that there should be a Board or Committee
as an intrinsic part of the Yearly Meeting
which should consolidate the foreign work
not covered by the American Friends’ Service
Committee.'

BRAREX. FLUWVHEHBO BN G B E
IKDWVWTEER LTV, ETNEEERGSHE
L TERHRGEMNC, 7057V T4 T
ZDRAYNN—DBBIM L THBBIMBEICDOWVTE
FERILSIXRZZ eHABRENT WS, BBUCD
WTiE, FRICHEZRDBZDTIZEL. BT
BEXHRT S EDVEAT, F20h o822
FABETE/NEL T3, NECERSIREL
FETHEEINTVWEN, F23Ivyay - K-
RiZH-Tés. HLETEHNGFERICKDESR
THERT B, EHIKTAUN - TV FEMLFIEE
BRLUSD, BINEINOES B DRE % & BfF
EnTwiE, P

ERWA, CORBRMENERIvIary .



TA4ITTIVT 4 THEEI Y

A—FREICEH LD TEah -7, #H
HEEBROREERII. 1922FE3AKRDT «
FTNVT 4 TERTEHREIN . BAEHEER
23S UDNELERBRICBEDOHZBHL
AN, T TIRAEEZE TV, L LEROKR
(&, “The [Philadelphia Yearly] Meeting without
more complete knowledge at its command of
what this transfer contemplates felt that it would
be unwise to assume such a change at once.” &
WHBDTH o7z, HERERRERBICHS
REIDVFTTBEREI N, HIEORFNERLN
Joo W FLTHERICIy Y3y - R—RAPRE
N, BHIDTZTEI T 47 « R—FOZEMND
FenlzD3#H< 1923 E 4 BlicZ>TheDl
kizotz,
NEGEHBRORENSI v 3 Y - R—Ff
RICEZ X TIC, 3DDRERMVEREIN, 5F
DEAPERENTVEILZENTREALR
W2t 5, HLETERIIBIMEICH L TEE
BREERZSTERDNS1ZDTH S, RIEMITIY
areR—-—REERENTZLEVE, BIE
BEESMBIMREZ ENITEEDL D E2DONR
EECINATDTHD. ZOWNEHEERTH
FeziE-> TV zDRINERERHRBRE D>
Teoa 74 TN T A TERREMP IV gy F—
FORBEZEDL TWeblFTldEho7, &
EHLWIMEEIZ—HOT LY R HEL T
W5, BLAERNTREBEREINTEEHT
Hole, EHICHIR. BE.ZLTEHEREEL VS
FEEEHND L, BARGERZZNE ELEED
BWMIEL R kb -7z, NEGERROES
EIBRBESNORBLPRNZ+ICEE#R L T
Wize NERERRERDERSITEIATOL S
IKEENTWV3B,

The transfer of the work to new hands is
made with mingled feelings by those who
have so long been identified with it. To lay
aside responsibility for an enterprise which
has for many years had so strong a claim on
their time and interest, must cause real regret.
This regret is more than compensated by the
joy which it gives to them and to all who have
the interests of Christian missions at heart, to
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feel that the work which has heretofore been
carried on by a comparatively small part of the
membership of the Yearly Meeting, has now
become the responsibility of all. '
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We would urge that the members of
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting be mindful
of the fact that this Mission Work is now
a Yearly Meeting concern. Philadelphia
Yearly Meeting stands behind it, and such a
work, so sponsored, should lay its weight of
responsibility on the heart of every member
of the Yearly Meeting. Our membership
must become increasingly alive to this

responsibility.?”
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The Finance Committee reports that since
our last Meeting they have carefully gone
into the current financial situation and are
vigorously trying to meet the present crisis
through the well worn and effective method
by personally approaching certain individuals,
known to have the welfare of the Mission

Board at heart, for special assistance. **
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Friends’ Service Committee arose during the war
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swung over to the same type of work which the
Mission Board is wanting to do.” &1&, R— K]
DRBTH Tz, *¥ TTEBVT 2 DDOHERKD
ETHEN, 2L TRICEHBIPDEICER>TH
CDTH%,

Ex3

D #E. (7057007477002 RigANE
e O#E ] NLEIRT PR REL
FJ 33 (2000), 73-86 ; @ ASNEGER
2 S NEGEHENITEEI34(2001),



22 WEIRS L FERRRE B375  (2004)

85-92.

2) John Ormerod Greenwood, Friends and
Relief (York, England: William Sessions
Limited, 1975), 165-184.

3) RKET LY FOE--REFAKEICHNT B KR
JOIEERAR T, ERRE THHICBMLEDR 3
DD 2ot GhCEFETRICT LY
FOERMERICRB/EZBA 2V —TE0
U, ERIIMZEmR LT LY FROKE
bdHolze AT, KET LY FOREADI
& k7228, Hugh Barbour and J. William
Frost, The Quakers (New York: Greenwood
Press, 1988), 247-260; Philip S. Benjamin,
Philadelphia Quakers in the Industrial Age,
1865-1920 (Philadelphia: Temple University
Press, 1976), 192-215; Elbert Russel, The
History of Quakerism (Richmond, Indiana:
Friends United Press, 1979), 510-528.

4) Barbour and Frost, 254, 264-265.

5) Benjamin, 73-99, 148-169; ibid., 247,
254-258, 262-263;

6) Barbour and Frost, 253; John M. Moore ed.,
Friends in the Delaware Valley (Haverford,
Pennsylvania: Friends Historical Association,
1981), 234-247.

7 TOFRIENIE, NEGEBRBERICT
Tu—FF3LEELZTN DI TIEA
MoTelws, BARLERZXZSH, 7
EEHRE 2 D0OEELDOHEME DR
FEGRZRIELE S LRBRERTVIE
C5, &{FHlahorzT kic, ERILT
Ta—FgRETHH L VI MERICELIZE
9, Minutes of the Executive Board of the
Foreign Missionary Association of Friends
of Philadelphia (FMA), 1/11, 3/8, 1918;
Extracts of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting,
1918, 8-9.

8) Extracts of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting,
1919, 59-61.

9) Ibid., 1920, 59-63.

10) Ibid., 1920, 62.

11) Ibid., 1919, 62; 1921, 55-56.

12) Annual Report of the FMA, 38 (1920), 16;
Minutes of the Executive Board of FMA,

5/27/1920.

13) Gilbert Bowles, “A Work of Pre-
construction,” nd.

14) Mary R. G. Williams, typescript read on the
occasion of the One-Hundredth Anniversary
of Haverford Meeting on Buck Lane (1938),
1.

15) Minutes of the Executive Board of the FMA,
2/8/1918.

16) Extracts of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting,
1922, 44.

17) Ibid., 1922, 46.

18) Ibid., 1922, 10.

19) Annual Report of the FMA, 41 (1923), 37.

20) Extracts of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting,
1924, 88.

21) The Mission Board of the Religious Society
of Friends of Philadelphia and Vicinity, “A
Transpacific Message,” 1925, 42-44. X v
va Y R—FREERZ—E (1924) Lh
HITLTWVRWVWM, T D “A Transpacific
Message” &REE N3 FEHR 25(1925)
KD BEDE ULTRITENZ, Minutes of
the Executive Board, 10/9/1925) 7 8 5K —

FREE FRCFEHNEEFEZRE L TEHD,
Z DWNZAIE “Report of the Mission Board” &
U C Extracts of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting
IKEREN TV,

22) Ibid., 40-41; Annual Report of the Mission
Board of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of
Friends, 1 (1924), 30-31.

23) Extracts of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting,
1926, 83.

24) Ibid., 1925, 91; Minutes of the General
Board, 3/29/1927.

25) Valentin H. Rabe, The Home Base of
American China Missions, 1880-1920
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard UP, 1978),
141-153.

26) Minutes of the Executive Board, 4/10/1925,
1/14/1927; Minutes of the General Board,
12/10/1926.

27) Extracts of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting,
1926, 84; 1929, 98; 1930, 88.



TASFNTATERI v 3> - R ROER 23

28) Minutes of the Executive Board, 9/11/1925. HUOSNE T B EEEGBEL TWVW5,
29) ¥x I )V« R— RFOHBEHE I BEBBSXEEE Minutes of the General Board, 9/17/1926.

Eote, 1926 £ 9 H 17 HRIFEERYO  30) Ibid.
EBElzoicthhb 5T, 87THDS B 27






