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Marital relationship and gender difference in spouse support

Masako IKEDA, Yasuyuki KAWAURA, Yuko ITO
Yamanashi Women's Junior College, Yokohama City University, Seitoku University

Summary . The purpose of this research was to examine gender difference in emotional support
between spouses. The subjects were 182 couples. By conducting a non-hierarchical cluster analysis on
their responses to supportive agents, the couples could be classified into three clusters: (1) the cluster
of spouses mutually choosing their partner for support had the most satisfaction in their relationship;
(2) the cluster of spouses not choosing their spouse for support had the least satisfaction ; (3)the
cluster in which husbands choose their wives but not vice versa. In the third cluster, their
communication was poor and wives felt much alienation. The husbands, however, felt little alienation.
There was a gender gap in how they perceived their relationship.

Key Words : £##B4% (marital relationship) . 15##9% K — b (emotional support). B} (alienation) +
T x v ¥ —%% (gender difference). 2 F X % —4#7 ( cluster analysis)
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