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Gender-free Education in Early Childhood:
For Discussion and Practice in Yamanashi (Part1)
— The Development of “the Study of Gender-free Education
for the Society of Gender-equality” —

Masako IKEDA, Mamiko ABE, Yukari ITO, Tetsuo KAWAKAMI,
Fumiko SAWANOBORI, Yukari SANO, Shu FUJITANI, Tomoko KAWAIKE,
Makiko TAKANO, Reiko SAKAMOTO, Yasunobu DEGUCHI

Research Group for Gender-free Education Program
Yamanashi Women's Junior College

SUMMARY : The Research Group for Gender-free Education Program was formed in Yamanashi
Women's Junior College in 1999. The group was provided with the Special Grant against the
Declining Birthrate by the government in the same year and started a study of gender-free edu-
cation for the society of gender-equality. Our study includes the development not only of a
training program for teachers and parents but also of teaching materials. We conducted our pro-
gram for teachers at kindergartens and day-cares in 2000. Furthermore, our workshop was held
in the Forum of Women's and Gender Studies at National Women's Education Center in 2000.

This paper analyzes and evaluates the training program, the teaching materials and the work-
shop. We have emphasized the interaction with participants in the program and the workshop
as well as with users of materials. That resulted in various kinds of responses from people in dif-
ferent positions. They are all very stimulating for our further study and practice.

Key Words : ¥ = » ¥ — « 7 U —#& (gender-free education), ¥ = ¥ — - 731 7 Z(gender bias).
L4 M (early childhood). BFE 7 & 7' 5 L (training program). B & 3tRIBE £ (society of gen-
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