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Abstract
The Women's Foreign Missionary Association of Friends of Philadelphia was founded in 1882 and started its Japan

mission in 1885. This paper examines the context in which this organization was established.
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Women's Foreign Missionary Union of Friends in
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The object of this Association shall be to promote
the knowledge of the gospel among women and
children in heathen lands, and to assist in their
Christian education, as ability and qualification are
given by the Lord.
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Our hearts were stirred by the reflecting upon the
oppressed and depraved condition of our sisters among
the heathen, and as the rules and customs of social and
religious life in some of these countries, do not permit
their women to be approached by any but women, it
was felt that the time had come for us to do what we
can, to convey to them the glad tidings of salvation
through Jesus Christ.
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The non-requirement of water baptism, may in
some instances prove a blessing, as the administration
of that ordinance requires the intervention of a man —
in submitting to which, these down-trodden women
are separated by a ban of ostracism from husband and
children and all family ties.
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Not only is there vast room for more labor, and
some opening for the entrance of their special views,
but the Church at home cannot afford to miss the
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blessing that comes from such service. Obedience to
the call of the Lord always brings a present reward,
“He that

watereth, shall be watered also himself,” more truly

and nowhere are the words of holy writ,

verified than in the effort to fulfil the command of
Christ, “
gospel to every creature.” Slumbering churches have

Go ye into all the world, and preach the

been awakened by it, and under the power of the Holy
Spirit accompanying such service, have been blessed
with new life. 2
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That women should engage in this work, even if
actuated by no higher than humanitarian motives, must
be apparent to all. The condition of oriental women is
degraded. They are regarded as beings inferior to man,
and in some places are respected little more than brute
beasts. They are denied all education and personal
liberty, and are literally groaning under the iron heel of
man's despotism. For the amelioration of this bondage,
every intelligent woman must ardently long, and those
who have partaken of love of God in Christ, and
realized the elevation of woman to be the result of
Christian teaching, cannot resist making some effort
for the benefit of their down trodden sisters. ¢
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The women of the Society of Friends should feel an
especial call to this work, for to the founders of that
Society was it first given to accept literally the truth,
that in Christ Jesus “there is neither male nor female,”
and to accord to their women a position of equality, on

lines relating to service for the Lord. %’
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We believe such action by an Association not
recognized by the Discipline of our Yearly Meeting
is a departure from the Gospel order heretofore
recognized among us, which provides for the proper
supervision of the religious concerns of individuals by
our regularly established meetings for discipline, and
that however benevolent may be the feelings of those
engaged in such work, they ate [sic] entering upon a
course which is disorganizing in its character, and the
tendency of which is to remove those safeguards

placed, as we believe, by Divine wisdom, for the
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preservation of our members in a consistent support of
those principles we were raised up to exhibit to the

world. 2
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We believe that the general effect of such an
association however innocently it may have been
entered upon, will tend to weaken our members in
their appreciation of the spiritual nature of Divine
worship, and of the true source and authority of Gospel

ministry.
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Therefore, while we wish to be tender of the
feelings of all, we feel constrained to advise
against continuing this movement, and we would
affectionately caution our members against
connecting themselves therewith or giving

encouragement and support thereto. **'
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I do not wish to aid in building up a spurious
Quakerism in any part of the world: and as several of
our well known principles are assailed, or in
jeopardy, at the present time, particularly those that are
opposed to a paid ministry; the so called ordinances;
instead of waiting for and depending altogether upon
the pointings and puttings forth of the Divine Head of
the Church; I am rather distrustful of the present
movement. Excuse my candor, but I would not wish
to assist in hiring any one to preach the Gospel; and
would like distinctly to understand that any thing I
might give would not be appreciated in that way. The
person ought to go entirely on his own concern, which

thy letter seems to imply, and not for a living.
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