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Naomi Tamura’s American Experience and The Japanese Bride
Tetsuko TODA

Yamanashi Women’s Junior College

Department of International Studies, Yamanasht Women’s Junior College

In 1893, Rev. Naomi Tamura wrote a small English book on Japanese women and their family life, and
published it in the United States. Although it was mainly for an American readership, 7'he Japanese Bride
unexpectedly provoked a serious incident in Japan. Japanese newspapers and journals found that Tamura's
description of Japanese family was distorted and that his book would embarrass Japan's honor. The
Imperial Rescript on Education was issued in 1890, and the new Japan just started penetrating the
patriotism, loyalty and filial piety as its official ideological foundation of the nation. Japanese Christians
were often regarded as subverters to this policy. Japanese Christians joined Tamura's critics, for they saw
in his book an additional obstacle to the development of Christianity in Japan. The Japanese Synod finally
decided to revoke Tamura’s ordination and excommunicate him. With special reference to Tamura’s American
experience and the women'’s foreign missionary movement in the United States, this paper tries to investigate
the historical context in which The Japanese Bride was written and to explain the intention that Tamura

published this book.
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