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A Study of Women's Life Courses and a Comparison of Three Generations
Masae TSUTSUMI, Hiroko KAGAMI

Yamanashi Women’s Junior College

The aim of this study is to clarify the changes of women’s life courses in rural stem families. We have
an interest in how stem family households will continue and change in the traditional Japanese 'Ie’. Also, we
have an interest in women In rural society and agriculture. They live and adjust while responding to
various changes in society. This paper is an attempt clarify clear the aspects of society and family in
women’s lives.

It could be said that in today’s society, one’s life is a series of choices. Qur lifetime consists of various
events. We need to make choices at each event in our lives. It is important how these various events are
linked together. Our life course is characterized by the sequence of events in our lifetime. Each person’s life
course is an individual pathway.

Women’s life courses are mainly influenced by the events of marriage, childbirth, and child care. In
particular, women’s careers will vary according to these events. We analyzed the patterns of women's
life courses based on the event of marriage. We wanted to find out how these three generations had changed.
The generations to which this paper refers to are those of parents, children and grandchildren. This paper
will use the following symbols for each generation | The Mother generation (M) refers to the parents; The
Wife generation (W) refers to the child; The Grandchild generations are the Son’s Wives (SW) and
daughters (F).

The report’s findings are given below. We found the Agriculture Continuation type life course had decreased
from generation to generation. About 809 of women in the parent generation had not worked (outside the
family farm) in the years between their last schooling and marriage. Most people in the parent generation
had helped in their family farm. Then, they married into another farm family. This Agriculture Continuation
type does not even exist in the grandchild generation now. The child generation was the first generation in
which many women worked outside the family after graduating from their last schooling. In contrast to the
parent generation, many women in the child generation had various jobs outside the farm . Then, their
marriage was a turning point and they quit their outside jobs. Many women in the grandchild generation

(son’s the wives) followed this same pattern. However, many daughters who are born into farming families
work outside the family after graduating from their last schooling, and then become full-time housewives
after marriage. It has become common for women in the grandchild generation not to work in agriculture
when they are young.

The life course was basically decided for the parent and the child generations, but for the grandchild
generation it has diversified. Also, the order of lLfe events isn’t necessarily fixed for the grandchild
generation. There were both correlation and changes found between society as a whole and individuals.
These analyses illustrate that the range of choices available to individuals can vary greatly according to
location, social status, etc. The actual state of the time and society is reflected in each person’s individual
life pathway.

keyword : life course, pathway, generation, life event, rural stem family, change and
continuity, agriculture
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