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An Introduction to the LSHK Cantonese Romanization Scheme (Jyutping)
Takumi IKEDA
Yamanashi Women's Junior College
Department of International Studies

This paper will show the outline of a new Cantonese romanization scheme designed by the
Linguistic Society of Hong Kong, 1993. There are many romanization systems of Cantonese in
the world, but there is no national standard system now. LSHK's new scheme aims to correct the
inconsistencies, and to be a useful standard system for infomation technology, education, linguistic
studies, etc. One of the most remarkable features of this scheme is it uses the Roman alphabet
without using any diacritical marks because they want to use this scheme on a computer. Therefore
the letters available are limited to the standard ASCII codes.

In Japan, there is another useful Cantonese romanization scheme for Japanese sutdents. This
system, which was designed by Professor Chishima Eiichi at Reitaku University as a learning aid,
is being used on Chinese radio programs broadcasted by NHK. In this paper I have tried to make
clear the differences between these two romanization systems by comparing their merits for the

users.
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THEESEEE
BIEHETE

CANTONESE ROMANIZATION SCHEME
THE LINGUISTIC SOCIETY OF HONG KONG

1.  E&R}/ Onsets

b (H) p (18) m (#%) f (38)
d (#7) t (fth) n (F) 1 (%)
g (K) k () ng (&) * h (#)
gw () kw (%) w (&)

z () ¢ (X) s () j ()

BRI FRMERR » W RPHE aa.

Null initial is not represented, eg."¥%"is only spelt with "aa"

2. #8HE / Nuclei

aa (¥) (/B8 u (R/E/E) e (&/19) o (Hi/#)

yu (§) oe (§8)
a () eo ()

3. #E/Codas

p (%) t (%) k (2)
m (\») n (%) ng (&)
i (F/8) u (#0)

4. BEHEBEEE / Syllabic nasals

m (%) ng (&)
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5. =E# [ Tones
S / Tonemarks: 1 (k/8) 2 () 3 (E/E) 403 S50 6 (/R
BEEE A0 E [ Postition of tone marks: HAEE @12 / at the end of the syllable

2247 / Examples: ful (%) fu2 (g) fu3 (&) fud (%) fus () fub ()

6. R4/ Finals illustrated with Chinese characters

iR ipEH tE k) im (B in(%k) ing(8) iu ()
yu (&) yut (&) yun ()
u (X) up ut () uk () um un (%) ung () ui (&)
e(H) ep et ek (/) em en eng (¥) ei (/M) eu
eot (%) eon (39) eoi (3%)
oe (88) oek (i) oeng (i)
o (B) ot (1) ok (&) on () ong (&) oi (B§) ou ()

ap (&) at (&) ak (&) am (L) an (B) ang (%) ai () au ()
aa (@) aap (%) aat () aak (%) aam (=) aan (1) aang (¥i) aai (&) aau (#)

7. HBPIEE
B HE BE  EE ) L A F
h oe ng 1 hoeng &
g 0 ng 2 gong #
j a n 4 jan A
h 0 k 6 hok e
z aa P 6 zaap B
P i ng 3 ping B
j a m 1 jam =3
d i k 1 dik 0]
g e i 1 gei H
b u n 2 bun N
f aa t 3 faat %
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BEHE (1)

CTRERTRY Lo —<FREAR T LICREN LR LB 28T, HEOBEIHT

Z>o WIS BRERIZBWOLEBLZEET510H 1D,

—ROFELHETHORMELR LTS

WTHEHAT LR TWHEEOb OIBRELTH 5, SHIEL EHEBEOTHRERPENFROD —
IFRLREICOVTHY HIE, BHE - HTRE (BHFSHREER) FHISS8¢ 19934
REEBRLT, BERLRLICE bR,

[ Jyutping]

BHEREERY

The Linguistic Society of Hong Kong NEWSLETTER No.17

(F8:X]

1 F g
TRE—FE

2 FXIb
TRFE—F
TRE—F
TRE—&

[ Yale ]

1 ERE
Hlg#RE
iR

2 B B
FrlgEE

3 TEAB
T AR
i Rin g
Sl 3

“SREHESR (S5 7

[FELERERSFER]

(T2 X LHEE]
[¥0% T3 5[5 HEE)
[BEILRESE]

[IREEEAHE 1500 B8
[LHEEHRE 6000 55

[ERegas)

[BED - DLEHEE]
Jr-gusyiz 1ol
[RBLRBERE]

19934£128
December 1994

19914¢ HHEE
19944 =) %an
19934 i

19894 WHEE
19804 KEE
19824¢ KEFEH
19944F KB
19924E KIBEEHEE
19814 KEEEFAR
19874 KEEH
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[ RS AR]
1 F 5
i e o (FEEsn (EnEER) » 19834F B A R HiRA:

G 19854E FEUR=HEE
FER - SR EY (FONEERESEE) 19884F RMEI S AR A6
2 i M
SR KBRE - BESEE  (FHEAEEn) 19814¢ HHHBETESE
3 FHZX b
EHA NI EEREH T BEKER

(CSBEEY (L) 19938  (FH) 19%4 BRASHRM
[BxX]
1 x 3
B - BEREE  (ESESREEn 198748 hERREESR
2 oM

Lau, Sidney: A Practical Cantonese-Englisk Dictionary. Hong Kong: The Goverment Printer, 1977

3 FXEAB

Lau, Sidney: Elementary Cantonese.  Hong Kong: The Goverment Printer, 1972, 2 vols. 1978, 5th ed.
Lau, Sidney: Intermediate Cantonese.  Hong Kong: The Goverment Printer, 1972, 5thed., 2 vols.
Lau, Sidney: Advanced Cantonese.  Hong Kong: The Goverment Printer, 1975-1976, rev. ed., 2 vols.

[BEFEEER]

1 F 5l

HReE (BEHRGE BRNERESCHR) 194148 TERREESR
B Ea 19874

hERFEEERSRE  YES 5Y% (hEHEHE) YR 19768 PEFSREELSR

B=RBET 19825

2 B

W F LA (REMIES - SRGLEENEFm) £ 1982%F EW=EE
il WETAHR  EIER 19914

3 X &

HEEEE (FEMASTRED 19804F BB TS
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BEH (2)

I CRAROBELH 1o TERLAIMOELDDEHITTH L,

RHA - HTR&E (BASHRER) 19934 FWESEEE
BIFE - WEFA BEYARAl H1% 19884F =%
FExR—E [HREHEHE] (L)

it RARE (857] [LRE] o®E

ZSrEE-E 5. [EESIEEKER] 19934F Bufrar it

O R

G.P.Kok & P.P. Huang Speak Cantonese New Haven: Yale Univ. 1956.

QOi-kan Yue Hashimoto  Studies in Yiie Dialects I : Phonology of Cantonese Cambridge Univ. Press, 1972,
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(1) ERBHEEHEIIRDESBD,
ERESEEY LINGUISTIC SOCIETY OFHONG KONG ~ G.P.O. Box 9772 Hong Kong

(2) Reseach on Chinese Linguistics in Hong Kong 8 XU Issues of Language in Education in Hong Kong

¢ ®EHA -HTEE (BHEwEHEE) 199358 FHFSEEE
A Bibliography of Yue Dialect Studies The Linguistic Society of Hong Kong
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WBAL THaD, EEEFEREROD - FRILEY €4 7] LRSHACEoTH

(5) Jyutping [jy? p'en™ 1id “BEHEHER" OB B8 OERETRE .

6 | B (BRESFETRUEFHERE)
Linguistic Society of Hong Kong NEWSLETTER No.17 Desember1994 p.4-6
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94.9.14 55T ibid. p.26-33
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BERE O IMEN LT L0o0h D, HMlIEEME 4.5 Jyutping DRE 28R,
(1) =% [SEeREi] 1% [ERAEEE] (b)) po1333-1338  BAREEE (KRG o8
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T TEE 0123456789
u—F (KXEF) ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
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[3-=Vix= Lol ()
MERE %B+<>=[11{}
FOAORE "#8 &~ @ _ |
% OBEE e 32 ASCHERERN ibid.  p.28-29 2BE,

F7-, TS OHIRES IC R EEETHELRXEL Y M FRFRICERSNTEDR TV S, FElidH
WFERHT BRI EREASE] NGOHRLR L8R,

(13) B B 4.1 FIREHZERES: ibid.  p.32 Tk3,

(14) FXTit, [BATMBETE (e] (o] WEFTHBERB ng/kf1 - ] £d Y, FHEWFLTRERR
Bag/rldcBbh3EEE (1] [U]EhEh[epllek], [opllok]LiBBL, BEBF [i]
[w ] EHHEAEZRTOTIHES, EREFEBO [ag] [ek ] ERVUTIESESHBLZLERT 5 UH %
WoTWwa L) Thb, thwx MEFICHY, TRFREERNRCSS (Bl {ul&dicT s

EBRTWEDTHE),
(15) BEOBRTHEBEIROEMC, ERCIoTHTRE LS [HRTH] BIUwAME s BN

*RHLBRL DL, FHEITEELTE, TROUBFHLBERCERL RGO THICRNEHTTwL
v, ¥77, BEROBEEBEOZOORMEICOWVTIE, IhEMiky, FOERBE LT,
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DT, FROEABRE LTRATBBEI bW IaHhE L5,

LW TEEDHITCVAE, BB BE. 34 ESREEEEH ibkd p.30 2B
(16) THEBITOLEREOU - FREEO 2T, KREOEFEM Th (b T3 Sidny Lau (&
$RE) AR (BT [BIRR) EBE) B ZoEBEEIRENE e [l &8 u (9] 2RELAYT
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A7) 3 Ba 34 SRESHEEH  bid  p30 B

(18) T, BEMHHETS [ [keet ket 1B ® [# [oet] | EvioeBwAd S HEicibhs oz
Thb, B BE (SEHFHFRWERHEHRE) ibid ps5-6
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