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Mary Lyon as a Role Model
An Analysis of Mereiraion Ichidaiki (1883)

Tetsuko TobpAa

Department of International Studies, Yamanashi Women’s Junior College

Mary Lyon is one of the leading American educators in the first half of the 19th century and the
founder of Mount Holyoke Seminary. Her seminary was a model for evangelical education for
women where Lyon instilled the students with the fear of God and the subordination of self to the
welfare of the community. The religious commitment which Lyon infused sent many of her students
to heathen lands as missionary wives and later as missionaries. Thus, Lyon contributed to the
Protestant foreign mission, while promoting the higher education of women. Lyon became a role
model] for Christian faith and benevolent activism to female foreign missionaries in general as well
as to the graduates of her school. Lyon’s biography was translated into Japanese and published in
1883. This paper investigates into this Japanese version of Lyon’s biography and analizes the
messages which foreign missionaries to Japan intended to transmit to Japanese women through her

life.

Keywords: Mary Lyon (27 VY « 544 v), female seminary movement (¥ ¢ 7V —3RRME)D,
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One great principle which she [Lyon]
inculcated was the subordination of individ-
ual inclinations to the welfare of the com-



34 BRI FRARRE  #28% (1995

munity. It made it easy to observe rules.
Minor inconveniences were more than bal-
anced by the habit of exalting the general
good above our private preferences. But
beyond this was that noblest of all lessons,
self-sacrifice. But by precept, by example,
and by occasions for their practice, the
Christian duty and the value of self-sacri-
fice were impressed upon us. The remark,
“We must always consider the good of the
whole,” was repeated so often that it
became a proverb.*?
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