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Abstract

Sugar cane is grown on Japan’s southernmost isolated small islands, where it is processed into raw
sugar by local companies. The domestic sugar production is protected from foreign sugar imports.
One of the reasons for which is that sugar is produced in economically less-favored areas. Then this
study analyzed the relationship of sugar sector and regional economy using regional input-output
table. The result shows that the sugar sector is a major income source because it generates 0.4-
26.3% of gross regional income, while it has a marginal impact on the overall regional economy be-
cause the regional multiplier of it is only 1.07-1.25.

Key words : cane sugar, regional income, input-output analysis
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