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Summary

The movement of population and labor between the rural and urban areas in China has been
limited by the dichotomy system in the family register policy. Indeed, it is surprising that the
Chinese have no freedom of movement which would be one of the most fundamental human
rights, but it might be more surprising that this compulsory family register method still exsts
even though as many as 100 million people from the rural areas already flowed into the city
areas and have settled down to work there.

In China, the labors that flowed in the city areas to work are called the “peasant-workers”
(AET., in Chinese). This note addresses the focus to this “peasant workers” examining the
definition, scale, occupational category, income, and life. Some “peasant workers” are employed
in apparently informal sectors in the city areas, while others have become indispensable human
resource in various types of enterprises, and theie income level is not necessarily inferior to
those of the ordinary city residents. Moreover, their remittances have obviously enriched the
inland farm villages in China.

This note is a preliminary work to clarify structural changes that a large amount of advance-

ment of such “peasant workers” has brought to the labor markets in urban China.
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