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Gender and Sexuality in Education

—Reconsidering Sexuality Education in Japan through an Analysis of School
Textbooks related to Sexuality Education in Foreign Countries—

Noriko HASHIMOTO*

Abstract

The first half of this paper focuses on the results of a survey on trend in research and practice
regarding Japanese sexuality education after the 1980°. In 1972 the Japanese Association for Sex
Education was founded as the primary research center for sexology and sex education in Japan.
Since then research on sexuality education based on sexology started to advance and the practice
of sexuality education for HIV/AIDS prevention remarkably increased in the 1990°’. However, since
2002, the content of school-based sexuality education has been increasingly restricted by strong
conservative opponents of sexuality education. As a result, the practice of sexuality education in
school has declined.

In the second half of the paper, I examine school textbooks related to sexuality education
in foreign countries with the aim of reconsidering sexuality education in Japan. The materials
examined were biology, science and health textbooks at the elementary, junior high and senior
high school levels in France, Germany, Finland and Korea.

The European textbooks include not only the latest information about contraception, assisted
medical treatment for human reproduction, and other biomedical topics on human sexuality but
also sexual diversity including sexual minorities and responsible sexual behavior from a sexual
rights point of view.

We must reconsider the entire curriculum for children in Japan and construct a new sexuality
education program that provides children with the knowledge and skills necessary to maintain

sexual health.
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