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The Antinomical Relationship between “Safety Standards”
and “Living Standards” on Disaster Recovery Processes

Masato TANAKA

Abstract

This paper mainly deals with disasters after the Meiji era in Japan and issues of “safety
standards” in the recovery process. We will clarify how the safety standards for cities and
buildings were established and how those standards have been met. In the process of meeting
safety standards, it is highly probable that the recovery of the victims' ‘living standards” are
hindered. In other words, there is some antinomical relationship between safety standards and
living standards. The underlying factor for this is that Japan's recovery policy has pursued only
the technology to reconstruct space in the disaster area while ignoring the issue of what and how

to maintain the space before disaster takes place.

Keywords: Disaster Recovery, Safety Standards, Living Standards, Urban Incombustibility,

Seismic Reinforcement, River Levee, Tsunami Seawall, Land Use Regulation
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