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Trigonometric Functions and Character Relations
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I wanted to believe that he’d reached another tier of reminiscence, deeper and not so bleak and

suggesting element of regret and loss, and maybe a share of the blame. (Zero K 101 underline mine)
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I decided not to be troubled by this. He had walked out the door, rejecting his wife and son while the

kid was doing his homework. Sine cosine tangent. These were the mystical words I would associate

with the episode from that point on. The moment freed me of any responsibility concerning his

particular numbers, date of birth included. (Zero K 234 underline mine)
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“Faith-based technology. That’s what it is. Another god. Not so different, it turns out, from some of
the earlier ones. Except that it’s real, it’s true, it delivers.” (Zero K 9)

He was a man shaped by money. He’d made an early reputation by analyzing the profit impact of
natural disasters. He liked to talk to me about money. [---.]

One evening there was my father on TV, an obscure channel, poor reception, Ross in Geneva, sort of
double-imaged, speaking French. Did I know that my father spoke French? Was I sure that this man

was my father? He made a reference, in subtitles, to the ecology of unemployment. (Zero K 14)
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“You had access denied to others.”

“But I wasn’t there to acquire. I was there to stand and look, or squat and look. To read the titles on
the spines of priceless books in the caged stacks. Artis and 1. You and I, once, in New York.”

[-]

“But what’s more serious than money?” I said. “What’s the term? Exposure. What’s your exposure
in this project?”

I spoke without an edge. I said these things quietly, without irony. (Zero K 31)

“You didn’t want the job. Turned it down.”

“It wasn’t right. I’'m talking to an important person in an investment strategy group. It’s a definite
possibility.”

“People out of work. You were offered a job in a strong company.”

“Set of companies. But I was not dismissive. I considered every aspect.”

“Nobody cares that you’re my son. There are sons and daughters everywhere, in solid positions,
doing productive work.”

“Okay.”

“You make too much of it. Father and son. You would have become your own man in a matter of
days.”

“Okay.”

“People out of work,” he said again, reasonably. (Zero K 201)
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He is already locked in retrospection, seeing Artis, I thought, in drifting images, something he can’t
control, flaring memories, apparitions, all set in motion by the fact of his decision.

He will not be going with her.

It was pounding his down, everything, the stone weight of a lifetime, everything he’d ever said and

done brought to this moment. (Zero K 137)
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Abstract

Don DelLillo’s Zero K (2016) explores the tension between technological transcendence and the loss
of human relationality in the contemporary world. The cryonic facility known as “The Convergence”
represents an attempt to construct a new kind of community by overcoming death through technology. Yet
this community, founded on the suspension of life, time, and even language, ultimately reveals the
impossibility of genuine human connection. In contrast, the relationship between Jeff and Artis suggests a
different, fragile form of communion that persists despite separation and death. Artis’s cryonic preservation
severs all relational bonds, while Jeff’s ongoing contemplation of her absence embodies an ethical
engagement with an unknowable other. Through this juxtaposition, Zero K questions whether community
can exist beyond biological life and technological mediation. This paper argues that DeLillo redefines
community not as a collective transcendence of death, but as a shared recognition of mortality and loss?a
paradoxical “community of finitude” that resists technological totality.

By juxtaposing trigonometric models centered on Jeff, Zero K demonstrates how mathematical
metaphors can illuminate character relationships and provide insight into DeLillo’s multidimensional
explorations of family, community, the body, and death. The properties of trigonometric functions further
symbolize bodily asynchrony and disembodiment, showing that such models can serve as effective tools

for literary analysis.



