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PAULINE HANSON DEBATE :
RACE DEBATE IN AUSTRALIAN
SOCIAL TRANSITION

Akihiro Yu

Osaka University

Pauline Hanson debate is one of Australia’s controversial debates on race, immi-
gration and aboriginal people triggered by Ms Pauline Hanson, MP, elected as a federal
independent member for Oxley at the election of House of Representative on the
second of March 1996. Her maiden speech in the House on immigrants and aboriginal
people on the 10th of September has brought great controversy not only in Australia
but also in Asian countries. She established her own political party, Pauline Hanson
One Nation, based on her views on immigration and aboriginal people in April 1997.
She also published a book titled ‘Pauline Hanson : The Truth’ in the same period.

A lot of polieicians and other people criticized to Hanson’s controversial views
from the beginning of the debate, which led to an unanimous parliamentary statement
on racial tolerance agreed by both the government and the opposition on the 30th of
October 1996. There was also strong criticism in the establishment of her party, and
many protesters gathered in rallies of One Nation party various places in Australia,
some of which had resulted in violent protest and arrest of some of them.

This debate is in the social transition of Australian society under Howard coalition
government after 13 years of Labour’s office. This Howard government’s policies on
immigration and aboriginal people has also produced much controversy, especially on
native title problem after the High Court Wik decision, which recognized the co-
existence of native title and pastoral leases. Its immigration policy has dramatically
changed by emphasizing business migrants at the same time decreasing family
migrants substantially on the basis of their high unemployment. This Hanson debate
is strongly connected to these social changes under the Howard government.
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