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Privatisation in Australia (1)

A Study of Telecommunications Services

Akira Morishima

Chapter I: Introduction

The sell-off of 30 percent of equity in the Commonwealth Bank started from July 1991.
It was the first case of the privatisation in Australia. = But this paper deals mainly with
the privatisation of Telecommunications services. Because that is a world-wide
phenomenon, furthermore, TELECOM and OTC was merged, and the satellite car-
rier AUSSAT became the new TELECOM’ s competitor.
Chaper II: The background to privatisation

When the Labor Government gained power in 1983, the economic performance in
Australia was very poor state.  Then, the Hawke Government chose the policy of
deregulation, which was one of the micro-economic reforms. And, the ACTU also
agreed to reforming the public sector with remaking Australia’ s economic performance.
Chapter III: The changing for Telecommunications services in Australia

Firstly, the purpose of this chapter is to survey the history of Telecommunications
services in Australia.  Secondly, the case studies on Telecommunications services is
researched by next material.

* “Reshaping the Transport and Communications Goverment Business Enterprises
25 May 19887

*“Parliament Statement by The Prime Minister, Transport and Communications
Reform, 8 November 1990.”

* “News RELEAS, RELEAS MEDIA and Media Statement, by Kim C Beazley,
MP.”
Chapter IV: The attitude of the ACTU to privatisation

We can judge whether the ACTU agree on the privatisation from, “Privatisation not
the Australian way” (the booklet by the ACTU).  So, it is summarised.
Chapter V: Conclusion

We recognise that the privatisation in Australia is the last runner within the OECD
countries, besides, the Hawke and the Keating Labor Governments began on the
privatisation of the public sector since 1991.  And, the Australia’s privatisation looks
like the British style more than the Japanese style.  But the privatisation in Australia
don’t realize “Popolar Capitalism”.

The above, we studied to the features of privatisation in Australia through resear-
ching on Telecommunications services.
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22) Privatisation: not the Australian way, ACTU, 1990.
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