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Australianology and the Collection of
Literature on it in Japan

Yoshihiro Toyama

Before the first half of the 1960’s, the Japan—Australia economic relations were very
weak and limited, and there were few researchers in the field of Australian studies in
Japan. The quick development of the Japan—Australia trade after that brought about a
rapid increase in researchers in the Australian studies, and they came to feel the need for a
national organisation to exchange information and to enlighten each other.

Several institutions and national academic societies of the Australian studies were
formed after the last half of the 1960’s in Japan. The Center for Australian Studies,
Otemon Gakuin University in Osaka which was established in June 1967 and the Centre for
Australian Studies, Nanzan University in Nagoya in May 1986 are the only two inde-
pendent academic institutions attached to university in Japan. National academic
societies in Japan include the Japan Society of Oceanian Economic Studies established in
1971, the Australia and New Zealand Literary Society of Japan in 1979 and the Australian
Studies Association of Japan in 1990.

Members of the above-mentioned university institutions and national academic
societies of Australian studies, though not so many but not so few, have made re-
searches on Australia in their special fields of study of a great variety, and a general idea
of Australianology is becoming clearer in recent years, the writer thinks.

Some characteristics which distinguish it from other sciences are as follows:

(1) It is a regional study which is made of various academic approaches to Australia.
Various kinds of researchers are applying themselves closely to Australia——economist,
literary person and lingnist, political scientist, sociologist, pedagogist, jurist, historian
and geographer, etc. (in order of the number of researchers in each field in 1991 in Japan).

(2) Itisayounger science in Japan, especially compared with the studies of European
countries and America. So researchers in the field of Australian studies are generally
young but energetic.

(3) Elder researchers in the field of Australian studies were used to start their
Australian studies as a second subject different from their original one. But recently
some, but not so many yet, younger researchers start their Australian studies as their
maintheme. They are expected to start other subjects added to their Australian studies,
which must demonstrate a development of the Australianology in Japan.

Lastly collection of Australian books in Japan is not so easy, and there are only two
libraries that have rich Australian books——Australia—Japan Foundation in Tokyo and
Center for Australian Studies, Otemon Gakuin University in Osaka. Some
characteristics which distinguish Australian books from those on other countries are as
follows:

(1) There are not so many Australian books in Japan. This is because of the very
narrow market for Australian books. Almost all publishing companies are not intent on



publishing Australian books.

(2) Among Australian books, translations are more than writings by Japanese re-
searchers.

(3) Japanese researchers’ writings are usually joint works of many writers rather than
books by one writer.

These facts show that Australianology is yet on a developing stage in Japan but that it
is already on the take-off stage.
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