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Recent Trends of Principal Ports in Queensland

Shinsuke Minamide

The development of container technology and the improvement of bulk
handling equipment brought revolutionary changes to the ports of the world in
the 1960s. Most of the ports were inevitably expanded or relocated with a vast
amount of capital invested to reduce personnel expenses for cargo operation. In
Australia, the rapid increase of foreign export of primary products paralleled with
the growth of the new technology.

The major loading commodities in terms of their tonnages at Queensland’s
ports are such as coal, bauxite, grain, sugar, and other primary products. The
statistics for 1989 ~90 show Queensland is the second largest state next to Western
Australia in terms of total tonnage of overseas loading cargo. In Queensland, the
tonnage of discharged cargo fall into three ship types (non-bulk, bulk, tanker) in
about the same ratio. On the contrary, over 90% of the loaded cargo tonnage
depends upon bulk carrier. Making an additional remark, 57% of them are bound
for Japan and Korea.

Queensland port system is controlled by two management structures. One is
the Port Corporation that belongs to the Department of Harbours & Marine of
Queensland, and the other is the Port Authority. The latter is not a branch of the
state government. It has the original board and the independent profit system.
The Port Authority is concerned not only with daily business for cargo operation,
but also with various kinds of industries related with the waterfront. It is usual
that they possess the port sites as their real estates and take the initiative in
planning the future development of the surrounding areas. There are seven Port
Authorities in Queensland: Port Authority of Brisbane, Bundaberg, Gladstone,
Rockhampton (Port Alma), Mackay, Townsville, and Cairns. All the ther ports,
including Hay Point, which is the largest class coal loading port in the world, are
administrated by the Port Corporation.

Brisbane, the capital of Queensland and the third largest city next to Sydney
and Melbourne in Australia, had only a river port until the 1960s. In 1972, the
state government presented the new port plan to reclaim the Fisherman Islands.
In order to carry the plan out, the Port of Brisbane Authority (PBA) was
established. The first new wharves were officially opened in November 1980. As
the author looked there in August 1991, some old wharves at the riverside had
been already dismantled. The relocation of the port facilities seems to be finished.
As for the commodities and the areas, the Brisbane port shows relatively well
balanced trading activity in Queensland. An stabilized growth should be expected
there in the 1990 s.

Rockhampton, located about 500 km north of Brisbane, was one of the most
important points which connect the coastal shipping with the inland traffic in the
19th century. It is still the largest centre of the Central Queensland and has
almost 60,000 population now. But the port activity has declined for these several
decades. In its origin, the city was settled at the tidal limit of the Fitzroy River,
50 km distant from the river mouth. This natural condition brought fatal
inadequacy for gigantic vessels.  Although the old riverside port was once
removed to the Port Alma near the mouth of the Fitzroy River, its activity could
not been recovered anymore. Nowadays, the Port Alma has small function as the
petroleum depot for the inland district.

Gladstone, about 100 km east of Rockhampton, made a rapid growth with the
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invitation of the Queensland Alumina Limited (QAL) in 1967. Even a gigantic ore
bulk carrier up to 100,000 tonnes can make use of the port because it is faced to
the deep sea. According to 1989 -90 statistics, 83% of the discharged tonnages was
bauxite ore imported from Weipa, the north of Queensland. Since the 1980 s, coal
export for Japan has rapidly increased and amounted to 10 million tonnes in 1989 -
90. This accounts for about was half of the total of loaded tonnages including all
commodities in the same year. Gladstone seems to absorb the trading activities of
Rockhampton (Port Alma) today. The aftereffect of the centralization of port and
shipping will be continued in Queensland.
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(1) EFFEYOERE

=2} 5 Y THEHE (Australian Bureau of Statistics=ABS) ® 1989 — 90 fEfF D EFkHC
FNE, A—2+ 7Y TRAKRTOMMIC X 2 EBREYEIRER, FHEE 32,205 F F v,
MR 282,620 T+ v (WFhbs o) THY, WHE ST THEIREE VSO U
Micd 5. BHESMERO 88f5ic Ly, —REMMHEEOBBAERL TV S, +—X
b5 ) 7B T Z OEMATEE I IS 7 O 1970 RS TH 5. BRI X hig,
1955 -56 FEEETIE, MiHRE 12431 T b VicK LEEHEIZ 6,667 T b vicd Xtz &
NAPERL 7D, FHEE 27,109 F b vicxf UREHE 32,691 T+ v & 75 - 72 1966 - 67 4EEE
TH5b. EoIC197T7-T8EEITIF, FHHER2L712F b YiH LEEHE L 164,464 F + vic
ELTHBY, oMicBY 2EHBOAMLMUBER SN 3.

1989 - 90 FHRHBOWNREFHIC AU, ABRENSK 25% LBIAEN 15%, 2
Yrginss % AHERES3% 25D TS 0k 5 REHE TORMIMIIERI bIX
BREnTws, & Z2F 1987 F 6 AEAORHERONRIE, 7 v 7+ 2at—Eym
(BLO%) « NV BLT%) « ¥ v — B1.0% KEE=DSh30icxtl, BHEONRT
BHBEN SV i (931%) 2%, —REYH G5% Py vh— (G2% BIL<HbTh
I ERL, BHmEO A% G 345K « 884 « INEBERT XTIV EWTHD,
L b Z DT T% WEAB X O®E, 12%03—0v/3, USHEHET Y7 TH 5.

1986 - 87 FEEIc B I 5 EE YRR E MBI b+ nig, BHERTRZ M1 —v X5y
NN 63,517 F b v (2EH272%) 1L, PHA—Z b5 Y 7MD 93,308 F+ > (H398
% IROWTVEY, FHEETROTH27I5F Y (EE1L6%) IKd X, BHE/
FHEROMIE, 74— v X5y FHTR 234 MIICAE <, FA—2 k50 THO
208 5 LIEA T, ZHODTHEIHBHEHERIBONTSEEEVZI LS E1XR).
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B1R MNIEBEEYEHRE (1986—87HE)
Tablel. Overseas Cargo Loaded and Discharged, by state: 1986—87

M State EHE Loaded 2£HEMW |#H& Discharged 2EK | BIHE g8
gross weight | % | gross weight | % Loaded/”
tonnes '000 ! tonnes '000 Discharged
New South Wales 49,473 i 21.2 7,171 30.6 6.9
Victoria 11,963 5.1 5,395 23.0 2.2
Queensland 63,517 27.2 2,715 11.6 23.4
South Australia 6,227 2.7 1,839 79 34
Western Australia 93,308 39.8 4,479 19.1 20.8
Tasmania 5,089 2.2 509 2.2 10.0
Northern Territory 4,169 1.8 1,309 5.6 3.2
it Total 233,747 100.0 23,417 100.0 10.0

(Source: ABS; Shipping and Cargo Australia, 1986—87)

(2) BEOXHEHRE

BE, 74 —v X5 v ek 2mEEE, B2 @HoMSowThh gL ¢
W3, “REHEOMEE R, —oMNBIFO#ESE Department of Harbours and Marine
OB TH IR —ba—RL— Y a v Port Corporation Th 0, H—oMNHE— b
A — 1) 5 1+ — Port Authority Th 3. BEDE— A -V V74 —&i3, NEFHZV
BEFBRFOEE TR, —BOALEKTHY, v FrP=a—a—7 0B LR
i, EAREESRO ALY & SRR E S N —F B DR TS T EATB TS 5.
A=A+ TRBIBZHE- A -V Y F 4 —OFRRIENCEH L, ZHHCHEEE T3
D, ZORERIMIIX->TETREL->TWVWS, 74—~V X5 Y FHTREBB LIz L
THY, MBITPTHETOBRA LBEEMEOFIESE) SR ABEHERCL > TEHIhTY
5, HEZOTIE, y—EREH-ME -7 71 V7 « fEEG EORIMFANEL
h, HBICHEMRBEEES KL LT LT, 74 v Ve —< Y XV — 7 OOl L ERM
DERICVWBET, BT EIcv+—9— 70 BT 5500 3EBLHEEBLTVSE
Vo THBRS TRV, BENICS, ABBRREEOBMNEE IS b0, EAN M
REHTH S, LrbRBEER, BEROCBREOHITOS ¥ 75 A 57 F v B[]
N30T, HERICHNNZIE 2 0ICFFOER L pEc 0 Bigkic B0 Tid, #MaTE
O—WERITLTWBHET 55 3.

74 =V X5V FMNEBOTHEO R -4+ —v Y 574 —2EoEEI, MEhHSIE~ER
7' 1) A~ — v Brisbane, /Nv #/3¥— 7 Bundaberg, 7 5 v FR b — > Gladstone, © vy 7
/N v 7 b ¥ Rockhampton, < v # 1+ Mackay, % 7 ¥ X E ) Townsville, 7 7 v X
Cairns D THTH S EIK). hdidwdFnd, WPEHIKE OFREETSPLIREHEE OHLA
ELTHL D OFEXRTH - 128, HEOCEHBEEYEREICBVWTIE, #49Ls EMELEDT
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IR 74—y X5y FHOEBESE  H2ER 714—-v X5 v FHOEBHEEREYRER

Fig.1 Location of Ports in Queensland Frazxtv)
Table2 Overseas Cargo Handled at Queensland
Thursday, Jsland Ports ("000 gross weight tonnes)
g ER
Cargo loaded Cargo discharged
Port 1987-88 1988-89 1987-88 1988-89
Brisbane 4,904 6,206 1,274 2,261
Gladstone 18,168 18,006 809 501
Dalrymple Bay 363 — — —
Hay Point 32,087 32,738 — —
Mackay 2,663 2,948 49 53
Bowen Bowen/Abbot Point 5943 4,829 — -
Mackay , Townsville 1626 1704 331 533
Hay Point | pycinda 397 415 — —
Innisfail 448 394 — —
Rockhampton-1Gagstone| cairns 398 540 67 91
Cape Flattery 904 1,224 — —
Maryborough® Weipa 2,763 3,469 49 54
Other ports 94 302 53 38
Brisbaned Total 70,756 72,775 2632 3,532
(Source: Queensland Year Book 1991)

(Gothic type: Port Authority)
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FB2R 74— X7V FNEESEBOEYBREBOZREBRE (1963—644FR~1983—844F )
Fig.2 Growth of Cargo Handled at Queensland Major Ports, from 1963/64 to 1983/84
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(Graphed by the author. Source:
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HRICEVL O OEEEAD 5. KPES 2L ICREEB Ky 28R ShTW I, B
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Fig.3 Port of Brisbane Facilities, 1990
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YU H—DERIRETH S, bIIPHBEYOTLIITERIC 74 v Y9y =Y TA4 5V X
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3B3I% T 4wV r—2 VT4 TV AR TRbNIICT ESD - 7205, 1989-90 FEE TR
SARED 833% 2 HHBIKE TV,

(2) EYIEREOEHR

I-BNeBVT, 74— v X5 v FHBBROER O TEAB D 20 FROZEZHHE L
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IR T L v Th s FHEEOS EBEME 2176 T+ v T, BV 5663 T b v ZENEY
ThHoHM, FDI3LE7 Y THLSA3INIT viELD, BHAMSIESIL T vicd
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FIRA 7Y AXR-VEHEEYOEERB B L OEEHIE (1989904
Table3—A Principal Discharged Commodities by Areas at Brisbane Port, 1989—90

@ H QR bV |AVFF-R FEHIRG LR

Commodity Mass Tonnes | Containers Percentages by Area
A 5,427,005 00% | EZFUTH 2% Ny eB 11% HWETYT 5%
0il Vie. Persian G. S. E. Asia
LBUGAI 59T 847,825 0.3% | HMA 59% HEWG %%
Metal Ores/Scrap Qld. Domestic
gt - R 782,852 | 13.9% | AEWEF  53% TAUABER 20%
Fertilisers & Chemicals Domestic W. America
A - Fitf - ARG 145911 | 15.7% |7 A VHVER 49% HEEY YT 21%  =a-U-3vF 12%
Wood, Timber & Manuf. W. America S. E. Asia N.Z.
e VT e B 119,116 2349% |=a=-v-3vF 49% TAVAWEE 23% 3I-uoyofRE 12%
Paper, Pulp & Waste Paper N.Z. W. America W. Europe
R 93,390 306% (B * % 3F-wy lE 10%
Transport Equipment Japan W. Europe
B 75,182 | 509% B & 27% TAUAHTER 19% 3-ou @R 15%
Machinery Japan W. America W. Europe
I RIRIEY) - B 66,971 | 100.09% |Hirh#g 6% HETY7 0% E7V7  18%
Non Metallic Mineral & Manuf. Mediter. ~» S.E. Asia E. Asia
3] 62,051 238% (MT7TAUAERE 27% B * 2% HTYVT 23%
Iron & Steel E. S. America Japan E. Asia
KR £« [FRYS, 28,866 83.1% (B =& 49% =za-VU-3vF 16% HWT VT 15%
Crude Rubber & Manuf. Japan N.Z E. Asia
Lz CE 2,412,508 | —— | EMA 21% HEWF  52% TAVATERE 12%
Total Excluding Oil Qld. Domestic W. America

Notes: QId.=Queensland, Vic.=Victoria, Domestic=Total of All Domestic, N.Z.=New Zealand,
S.E. Asia=South East Asia, E. Asia=East Asia, W. America= America West Coast,
E.S. America=South America East Coast, W. Europe=Europe West Coast,
Mediter. =Mediterranean, Persian G.=Persian Gulf.

(Source: PBA ; Brisbane Trade Statistics 1989—1990)
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BIKB 7Y AX—VvREUENOIERE B X UFEMIR (1989 —904EE)
Table 3—B Principal Loaded Commodities by Areas at Brisbane Port, 1989—90

& B <X bV [2vFF-R FERMIEGI LR

Commodity Mass Tonnes | Containers Percentages by Area

I T

LA 2,338,126 0.0% | EMA 53% EBEAEE 84% ATT=a-¥:27 6%
Oil Qld. Domestic P.N.G
pape ' 2465087 | 0.0% |B &  100%
Coal Japan
i) 906,728 71% |B & 24% ~R~NveiE 4% WET YT 23%
Grain Japan Persian G. S. E. Asia
SBEGRITT 762,333 56% A & 39% TrUVAER 2T% KT VT 15%
Metal Ores/Scrap Japan E. America E. Asia
BH - K& 340,729 | 96.7% |B & 5% TAVAIER 28% ETVT 16%
Meat & Live Animals Japan E. America E. Asia
i - AR 169,835 | 100.0% |®7vY7  39% B & 7% WETYT 12%
Textile Fibres & Manuf. E. Asia Japan S.E. Asia
BEDE - B3 115,815 20.5% | HENE 26% ¥ETVT 51% N77=a-¥=7 9%
Fertilisers & Chemicals Domestic E. Asia P.N.G.
Lopeb i 114,885 | 1L.1% |7 Y7 30% 4 vFKr@EE 19% B X 12%
Animal & Vegetable Oil & Fats E. Asia W. India Japan
Ry - BT 102,160 | 92.2% (B &K 92%
Oil Seeds, Nuts & Kernels Japan
K& 76,237 | 100.0% B & 7% HETYVT  24%
Foodstuffs for Animals Japan E. Asia
JEA - FI#F - ERLE 55,147 | 26.9% |R7 Y7  81%
Wood, Timber & Manuf. Asia
AekEt 5,393,719 — |8 =* 63% W7V 10% WRETY7T 6%
Total Excluding Oil Japan E. Asia S. E. Asia
Notes: P. N. A.=Papua New Guinea & Islands, W. India=1India West Coast, E. America= America East

Coast.
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Fig.4 Location of Rockhampton, Port Alma, and Gladstone
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Fig. 6 Coal Mining in Queensland
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