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For the Establishment of the Australian

Society and Australianology in Japan
——Summary and a Closing Address——

Yoshihiro Toyama

(Organizer of the Symposium)
Director, the Center for Australian )
Studies, Otemon Gakuin University

Through the two day’s symposium, the reporters and the audience surely
deepened and widened their understanding about Australia, the present writer
firmly believes.

This is our third symposium. Some characteristics which distinguish it from the
past two symposiums are as follows :

(1) There were several remarkable reports concerning the “Aborigine.” In order
to study and understand Australian history fully, we must examine the Caucasian’s
relationship to the Aborigine. This problem was ignored in past symposiums with
the exception of a report about Aboriginal language. This time it was taken up
directly in Mr. Koyama’s and Mrs. Momo’s presentations, who analyzed it through
different point of view, and indirectly in various other reports.

(2) The problem of “identity” attracted our attention. There are two identity
crisis in Australia: the Aborigine’s identity in the white Australian society on the
one hand, and the white Australian identity under multiculturalism after the
abolition of the white Australia policy on the other hand. Mr. Koyama considered
the former and Mr. Kajiwara the latter.

(3) The third common critical view was “protectionism” in Australia. A “hothouse
society” as a result of protectionism has produced negative as well as affirmative
results, but the former is growing more and more in recent years, for example, the
country’s slow economic growth, her weakening international competitiveness, her
decline of economic status in the world, etc. This makes a remarkable contrast with
post-war Japan where people and companies have been in keen competition for

success. In this writer's view, Austrlia has come to a stage where she cannot live in
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peace in a protected hothouse. She must do open the door to Asia and live as a fully
participating member of the family of Asia.

(4) All reporters presented a historical discussion and fully analysed the contem-
porary condition. However, their discussion of future prospective was not so clear,
and there was few political proposals for the Australian future. Taking the general
theme “History and the Future of Australia” into consideration, the writer felt that
something was missing in our reports. But this may mean it is the audience’s
responsibility to think about the Australian future for themselves.

(5) Though the reporters’ reference to the Australian future was not frequent, the
writer found some important implications. Surprisingly, the pictures the reporters
drew of Australia’s future were not bright ; they were either a dismal prospective or
a pesimistic prospect. This must be a very important point that we should note, the
writer thinks. Many industries have some serious problems, for example, poor
public favour in the mining industry, a strong external pressure on the manufactur-
ing industry to reduce the protection, the crisis of freedom of expression due to the
oligopolistic mass media, etc. The writer found these pesimistic perspectives in the
reports of Mr. Yamanaka, Mr. H. Suzuki and Mr. Abe, and Mr. Y. Suzuki.

Australia has a two hundred-year history behind it, and its future worries us.
Our Australian Studies Symposium has only a three-year history, very short indeed
compared with Australian history, but the future of the Symposium weighs heavily
on our mind equally. We have discussed its future in the Planning Committee and
there is a strong tendency among us to develop it to a formal academic society.
Before this symposium was held, the writer made an inquiry concerning its future to
all members of the Planning Committee, and found eighty percent agreed to form a
new academic society. Sixteen among twenty-two members agreed to make the
symposium a formal academic society and four did not respond. No one raised an
objection against it.

Among the agreements the following factors were clear: (1) this form of
symposium has a limit to develop itself farther; (2) to be a formal academic
society will gain a formal acknowledgement and a right to speak more; and (3) it
will gain organizational independence if it becoms a formal society.

Summarizing the discussion, the writer thinks that the future Australian Society
must be (1) open to many persons, not only to academic specialists but to the

general public who have an interest in Australia, (2) interdisciplinary as a regional
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society to research Australia across many special fields of study, and (3) inter-
national to conduct research exchange with academic societies, governments and
people in Australia who are interested in Japan, with the object to be a bridge
between Japan and Australia.

Lastly the writer expresses his thanks to the reporters, the chailjman and the
participants including some from Australia, with an encouragement to use the
Australian library of Otemon Gakuin University, the richest collection of Australian

books and pamphlets in Western Japan.




