Za—V—=7 Y FOBBERBPC L H2EE L ENE L2 5L
TR T 5 > v b OB S 7 —

oo\
BPREMERERY: RRFER

Kin care givers’parenting and a partnership of
multiple supporting organizations in New Zealand

Naoko KURIYAMA

Faculty of Economics Otemon Gakuin University

Abstract:

In New Zealand, there are two cultures:Maaori culture and Pakeha’s. It needs a greater recognition of Maaori’s relative support
network as the Waitangi tribunal provided opportunities for us to recognize Maaori’s way of child-raring in kinship network. In supports
for parenting in New Zealand, interactions between a child and the environment in an ecological model is placed high importance on. To
put this into perspective; for a child’s “well-being,” a network of kin’s parenting is regarded important for a child to receive physical care
and academic education, and to form identity which is a child’s mental pillar, and mana as a race such as ethnic pride and dignity. Among
the children placed into care /vulnerable children in Japan, 90% are raised in foster homes and 10% by kin; kin and foster caregivers are not
popular as much as foster homes.

In this paper, I will introduce three cases of kin caregivers including grandparents raising a grandchild while receiving support
from social support network in New Zealand. Not all the investigated children are easy to be raised as some of them are delayed in
development. However, through learning about alternative parenting by grandparents, uncles and aunts, who utilize human resources such
as kin networks and local volunteers, I hope to give a meaningful suggestion to parenting in a continuum of a family based on a Japanese
ecological model.

In New Zealand, there are many support organizations for parenting and I will also focus on how Plunket, the organization for
the health of mothers and children, Oranga Tamariki (Child Youth and Family), and support organizations for kin and foster caregivers
cooperate with each other on a daily basis. Similar to Japan, the number of child abuse and neglect and family violence in New Zealand
is increasing and an early detection and how to reach out to at risk Families are imperative. I will report on and examine the current
mechanism to protect mothers and children from risks of child abuse and neglect and family violence, together with introducing other cases
of partnerships in New Zealand. Furthermore, a process to normalize a parent-child relationship and family relationship through a support

such as Parenting is investigated.

Keywords: Ecological perspective, child well-being, Plunket, Kin care givers, multiple supporting organizations
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