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Studies in the Description of Indigenous and
Sudanese Peoples in the Australian Media :
The Case of Adelaide

Ritsuko KURITA

Abstract : This study analyses the description of Indigenous and Sudanese peoples residing in Adelaide in
the national newspaper, ‘The Australian’ and the local paper in Adelaide, ‘“The Advertiser’ from 2003 to
2012. Despite the differences in their attributes, both groups were dichotomised either as ‘good’ or ‘evil’ and
the complex actual situations surrounding them were ignored in the newspaper articles.

Meanwhile, both groups were depicted differently with regard to Australia’s image as a humanitarian and
tolerant nation. Admiring the activities of church groups as assistance providers and the Sudanese refugees as
receivers of such assistance strengthened such an image. In contrast, the Indigenous people were depicted as
portraying social injustice ; thus they were less agreeable to the Australian public and media.

In the newspaper articles, both groups were evaluated by Anglo-Australians based on the extent of their
contribution to the construction or maintenance of Australia’s image as well as the degree of the integration
of both groups into society. Consequently, it can be said that both are in competition not only for material

but also for the symbolic resources of a good reputation in the mainstream society.
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