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Changes in the Australian Two-party System :

Analysis of the 2016 Federal Election
SUYAMA Nobuaki

Abstract : This article argues that the Australian party system is changing significantly in the 21 st century
by analysing the 2016 Australian federal election, held on July 2, 2016. Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull
took his position by dethroning his predecessor Tony Abbott in a caucus revolt. This happened because the
Liberal Party’s Members of Parliament and Senators thought the party under his helm would fare better than
the one under Abbott’s. This election was triggered by Prime Minister Turnbull, who faced a resistant, un-
ruly Senate, rejecting two government bills twice. The Liberal-National Coalition narrowly won an election
with a slim majority seats of 76. However, they face an even tougher Senate with a larger number of cross-
bench members, in addition to a strengthened opposition party : Australian Labor Party. Turnbull is not free
from intraparty turmoil, which is now greater because of a greater dissatisfaction with his leadership. Finally,
Turnbull needs to handle an increasing number of ALP-led state governments from now on. The erstwhile

stable two-party system is under severe strains on various fronts.
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